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1996 is a jubilee in the history of journal Tiscia, 
since it reached the 30th volume. It was founded in 
1965 as the official platform for the Tisza Research 
Committee and for the research activity. Founders 
and members of the first editorial board were the 
professors and qualified researchers of József Attila 
University, Szeged. The starting editorial board 
consisted of three persons: editor in chief was Prof. 
Gábor Kolosváry, the initiator and promoter of both 
Tisza research activity and journal Tiscia, technical 
editors were György Bodrogközy (for 25 years) and 
Andor Horváth. 

Tiscia has been published as an annual periodi-
cal nearly continuously from 1965, and only in 1970 
and 1991 were short breaks in this continuity. 

The first 29 volumes contain 440 articles, titles 
of which are listed below. Number of authors is 231. 
Most of the authors were professors or students of 
JATE University, but many of them were secondary 
school teachers in cities along the river Tisza, or 
were working in water conservancy authorities. 

From 1979, Tiscia became international, since 
the list of authors was completed with Ukrainian, 
Romanian an Yugoslavian researchers, covering the 
whole range of river Tisza. Next larger step of 
changes in the character of the journal was in 1991. 
Until that year Tiscia accepted exclusively papers 
dealing with the life of the river Tisza or the Tisza 
valley. It resulted that over 85% of the contributions 
(371 items) dealt with the river Tisza, Tisza valley, 
backwaters and tributaries of Tisza. Only 5 % of the 
papers were written on plants or animals of other re-
gions or on theoretical and methodological problems 
as a consequence of the change in the editorial 
board. In 1991 the scope of Tiscia was widened in 
relation to the territory but limited to rather eco-

logical studies. In that year also the format of the 
volumes altered, only the original logo was kept. 

Publications were very diverse in some respect. 
There were typical preferences, but there occurred 
rarities. Language of Tiscia is typically English: 
great majority of the articles was published in Eng-
lish, proportion of the 345 papers compared to the 
total number is 78%. 69 papers (16%) were written 
in German, mainly in the several first years of the 
journal. Only one volume was published in Hungar-
ian, but with English summary. From that year (11th 
volume in 1976) the articles appeared with 
Hungarian, Russian and Yugoslavian summaries (or 
also with English summary if written in Hungarian 
or Russian). In the course of the 29 years, only one 
paper was in French (Fig. 1). 

H u n g a r i a n R u s s i a n 

Fig. 1 Distribution of languages in the 440 papers of the 30 
volumes. 
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again some preferred issues, but the diversity is 
much larger (Fig. 2). Nearly one third of the papers 
were faunistical, because most of the researchers 
were zoologists, at the next two places of the rank 
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few botanists of the University belonged to this 
group. Also surprising that the number of zooceno-
logical investigations is not proportional with the 
actual development of zoocenology compared to the 
phytocenology, much more papers could have been 
expected on plant communities. 
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Fig. 2. Frequency distribution of preferred subjects in the 
publications. Only those key words are listed frequency of which 
exceeds 10. 
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