
Agrár- és Vidékfejlesztési Szemle 2008. vol. 3. (1) 
15 

T H E E V A L U A T I O N O F E G G P R O D U C T I O N O F H U N G Á R I Á N S P E C K L E D H E N 

A M A G Y A R K E N D E R M A G O S T Y Ú K T O J Á S T E R M E L É S É N E K É R T É K E L É S E 

BENK ÁKOS* - VIDÁCS LAJOS* - SZALAY ISTVÁN** - SZENTES KATALIN** 

* Szegedi Tudományegyetem Mezőgazdasági Kar 
6800 Hódmezővásárhely, Andrássy út. 15. 

** Állattenyésztési és Takarmányozási Kutatóintézet Gödöllői Kutatótelep 
2100 Gödöllő, Isaszegi út 200. 
benkakos@mgk.u-szeged.hu 

The three colour variations of the domestic hen species were bred from the 
Hungarian lea-land bird by the middle of the 20Ih Century. Because of the spread of 
intensive poultry keeping the population of this species has become endangered. Programs 
supporting ecological-biological farming that began in the last two decades placed the 
domestically bred birds in the forefront both as purebreds and as candidates in projects for 
developing merchandisable bio-poultry. Our Faculty has been dealing with the cross-
breeding of Hungarian speckled hen to maintain the species since 1977. We keep two 
varieties of the Hungarian speckled hen, the bare-neck variant and the feathered-neck type 
on the pilot farm. Beside the gene preservation, we endeavour to find the best way for the 
production-purpose utilisation of the speckled hen stock. On the basis of our experiments 
the laying hens can be used in small scale egg production. We examined the hatching 
results, the egg production, the shape index of the egg and the eggshell colour. 
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