
CONGRATULATION 

O n the eve of a life spent in a con t inuous and assiduous toil we a re h a p p y 
to express ou r deep-fe l t respect and w a r m greet ings to A. ABRAHAM, professor 
at the József A t t i l a Univers i ty , Szeged on comple t ing his 70 b i r t h d a y . 

W e congra tu la t e him as a nob le -minded personal i ty , an ou t s t and ing profes -
sor a n d an enthusiast ic research w o r k e r . 

W e greet the man w h o remained s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d and fa i r in every f i ck -
leness and inconstancy of life w h o has never looked up a n y b o d y bu t never 
despised anyone . H e has ever expected to earn his da i ly bread fo r f a i r w o r k . 
His l i fe-pr incip le is: it is worth working because work done properly is the 
greatest pleasure and it is the sole value that is imperishable and can not be 
taken o f f and will always bear its fruit if not to-day, or to-morrow but later 
it will certainly. H e a l w a y s liked and esteemed people there they were a n d as 
they were toge ther wi th their m o r a l i t y and faul ts . H e could comprehend human 
cares and troubles, t he re fo re he has ever been ready to help the needy. 

H e loves na tu re wherein the c h a n g e is con t inuous but beside he has been 
and is looking ever fo r w h a t is regular and con fo rmab le , cons tan t and peren-
nial. 

W e greet the professor w h o has been teaching the zoological and biological 
sciences fo r m o r e than fou r decades, w h o highly honours his o w n profession and 
considers educat ion a mission in life. H i s lectures a re charac ter ized by clearness, 
high level, cri t ical acumen and synthesis of a high degree based on the k n o w -
ledge of detai ls , associated wi th ca re fu l p repa ra t ion and the nice H u n g a r i a n 
style. H e has every t ime professed and f a v o u r e d the remote, b road view con-
cerning the in te rna t iona l ly well — f o u n d e d and accepted science, however bear-
ing a l w a y s in mind tha t is modern a n d up - to -da t e in a w a y as to emphasize 
the realistic and sure bases. A t any ra te he has ever been anxious to t h row ade-
qua te light upon the H u n g a r i a n charac ter is t ics and values and get their due 
apprec ia t ion . H e has educa ted his s tudents fo r wor ld v iew and wor ld cri t icism, 
epitomised fac t s ex tending over large areas into comprehensible , clear and p ro-
per systems but he never lost sight of h a v i n g specially H u n g a r i a n relat ions and 
results t ha t possess in te rna t iona l va lue . 

We greet the research worke r , t h e scientist k n o w n and aknowledged all 
over the wor ld , one of the greatest l iv ing neurohistologists . H e devoted the 
greater pa r t of fou r decades t o s tudy t h e s t ruc ture and func t ion of the animal 
organism. T h e nervous system was, f i r s t of all, the area t h a t fascinated him 
and aroused almost ent i rely his in teres t , concerning it repea t the w o r d s he 
said: „The nervous system is wherein worlds are living, words are burning up 
which is more beautiful than the daybreak and more misterious than the star-
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less dark night, which has already got acquainted with such a lot of things oj 
the universe but hardly knows anything about its ownself, which may be wron-
ged but can never be repaired." 

Beside the vegetat ive nervous system, sensory organs, the endocr ine g lands 
and centers of the nervous systems he studied and investigated the s t ruc ture and 
connect ion-forms of the receptors and e f fec to rs found in the ca rd iovascu la r 
system including all the classes of the vertebrates . T h e obtained results were 
monographic-ally treated. H i s nerve prepara t ions , as regards clearness and 
readabi l i ty of nerve pictures may be considered to be next to perfect ion, have 
neen admired all over the wor ld and the cuts presented by him to Universi t ies 
and Research Insti tutes are being shown as p ro to type of preparates . 

Even tv^-day as the head of the General Zoological and Biological Ins t i tu te 
of the Univers i ty Szeged he is still doing remarkab le scientific research-works 
with his collaborators . H i s Ins t i tu te is considered as a centre of the c o m p a r a t i v e 
neurohistological invest igations and it is visited by many persons f r o m all 
over the world showing an interest in neurohis tology. His collection of nerve 
prepara tes amount ing about to twenty thousand is one of the largest in the 
wor ld . T h e in t imate and close internat ional connections are proved by the 
compara t ive neurohistological themes the investigation of which is jointly 
carried out , as requested by foreign research workers . 

We heart i ly and a f fec t iona te ly congra tu la te the si lvery-headed scientist on 
this memorable anniversary and wish him the best of heal th, vigour and much 
pleasure in his work. Long live Professor. A. A B R A H A M ! 

PROF. A. ABRAHAM'S BIOGRAPHY 

Dr . A. ÁBRAHÁM professor of the Univers i ty S z e g e d , o rd ina ry member 
ot the Hungar i an Academy of Sciences, owner of the Kossuth p r ize was 
born on November 20 ,h 1893 in T u s n á d , C o u n t y of C s i k . H e had his 
e lementary education in T u s n á d and his secondary school studies C s i k -
s o m l y ó and C s i k s z e r e d a . In 1913 he passed his f inal examina t ion in 
C s í k s z e r e d a . In 1915 he was admit ted to the Philosophical Facu l ty of 
the Universi ty , B u d a p e s t for natural his torv and geography. In 1919 he 
obtained his teacher 's d ip loma, in 1922 his Ph. D. in Zoologv, as pr incipal 
subject, in Botany and Geology as minor subjects. In 1917 as a third years 
s tudent he was employed a t e m p o r a r y assistant to the Zoological and C o m p a -
rat ive Anatomica l Inst i tute of the Universi ty , later o rd ina ry assistant, ad -
junkt , in 1926 pr ivate docent , and in 1936 t i tu lar professor. ín 1934 he was 
appointed to the Zoological Depa r tmen t of the Teacher 's Tra in ing College 
a t S z e g e d . In 1939 he became the head of this college. From N o v e m b e r 
1940 he was appointed as professor to the General Zoological and Biological 
Inst i tute of the Univers i ty . In 1946 he was elected as a correspondent and in 
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f
o r , d i n a r y member of the H u n g a r i a n Academy of Sciences. H e is an 

Aff i l i a te of the Royal Society of Medicine and member of the Academy of 
Zoology in I n d i a . H e is an honorary member of the H u n g a r i a n Biological 
Society H e is edi tor to the Acta Biologica Szegediensis, member of the 
editorai staff of the Zeitschrift für mikr. anat. Forschung and of the Acta 
Zoologica Acad. Scient. Hung, periodicals. 




