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P R O F E S S O R D R . F E R E N C Z S O L D O S I S 6 0 Y E A R S O L D 

FERENC ZSOLDOS was born in Sarkad , Hungary , on 24th March , 1927. After 
secondary school studies in Sarkad and then Békéscsaba, he matr iculated in 1947. 
He next enrolled as a s tudent of biology at the Faculty of Na tura l Sciences of Eötvös 
Loránd University, in Budapest , f rom which he received his d ip loma in 1952. 
Following this, he took par t in pos tgraduate training for three years, and then f rom 
1955 worked as an assistant lecturer at the Depar tment of Applied Botany of the 
University. He moved to the Depar tment of Plant Physiology of the University in 
Szeged in 1957. He held the position of research worker until 1974, in which year he 
was appointed Reader , followed in 1984 by his appo in tment as Professor. He 
became Cha i rman of the Depar tment of Plant Physiology in 1985, and cont inues to 
hold this position. 

FERENC ZSOLDOS started his educat ional and teaching activities at Eötvös 
Loránd University where, while still a university student , he regularly took part as a 
demons t ra to r in the bo tany practicals. Later, following his move to Szeged, he led 
plant physiology practicals, held courses of special lectures, and delivered lectures in 
the main courses on plant physiology. Under his guidance, an appreciable number 
of university s tudents have prepared their d ip loma work and theses for their 



degrees, or have obtained their university doctoral degrees. He delivers regular 
lectures and courses of special lectures on the topics of mineral nutri t ion, deficiency 
diseases of plants, and the practical use of hydroponic cultures, within the frame-
work of national (agricultural engineer, teacher, etc.) t raining courses and post-
graduate training courses. 

FERENC ZSOLDOS started his research work in 1952 at the Depar tment of Plant 
Physiology of Eötvös Loránd University, where in 1957 he prepared and success-
fully defended his university doctoral dissertation, and later his dissertat ion for the 
degree of Candida te and Doctor of Science of the Hungar ian Academy of Sciences. 
His scientific activities were greatly influenced by the circumstance that , first as a 
scholar, and then as a visiting scientist, he was able to spend a long period in 1962 at 
the Labora to ty of the Internat ional Atomic Energy Agency near Vienna 
(Seibersdorf). Here he learned the modern isotope techniques relating to ion-
t ranspor t research. Later he started dealing with the effects of environmental stress 
factors (low temperature . p H . etc.) and various, biologically active c o m p o u n d s (e.g. 
herbicides) on the mineral uptakes of grain crops. In connect ion with these topics, he 
has published 122 papers in nat ional and in ternat ional scientific periodicals 
(Physiologia P lan ta rum. Plant and Soil. Z . Pflanzenphysiologie. etc.) as well as in 
the publicat ions of international congresses. 

FERENC ZSOLDOS is a member of several Hunga r i an (Szeged Subcommit tee of 
the Hungar ian Society of Biologists. Botanical Commi t t ee of the Hungar ian 
Academy of Sciences) and foreign (European Society of Nuclear Methods in Agri-
culture, Scandinavian Society for Plant Physiology. Federat ion of European 
Societies of Plant Physiology) scientific societies. He is edi tor of the journa l 
Botanikai Közlemények (Botanical Communica t ions) , and is an editorai board 
member of Acta Biologica Szegediensis. Physiologia P lan ta rum and Oryza. He is a 
member of the advisory board of the "Japan Prize" Selection Commit tee . The 
Depar tment of Biological Sciences of the Hungar ian Academy of Sciences has 
commissioned Ferenc Zsoldos to chair the Hungar ian Nat ional Commit tee of the 
Federat ion of European Societies of Plant Physiology. 

Besides his university educational and research activity. FERENC ZSOLDOS 
takes an active part as project leader in the direction and e laborat ion of objectives 
connected with plant mineral nutr i t ion within the main directives of Hungar ian 
agricultural and biological research, in col laborat ion with Hungar ian (Institute of 
Biophysics, Biological Research Center of the Hunga r i an Academy of Sciences, 
Szeged; Cereal Research Institute, Szeged; Research Institute for Irrigation; Rice 
Labora tory , Szarvas) and foreign (Institute of Agriculture, Austrian Research 
Center , Seibersdorf, Austr ia) institutions. 

As an acknowledgement of his successful activities in university educat ion, 
research and scientific life, in 1987 he was awarded the honour „ F o r Outs tand ing 
W o r k " by the Hungar ian Cultural Minister. 

We wish professor FERENC ZSOLDOS good health and successful activities 

the Editorial Board. 


