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P Á L G R E G U S S LIFE A N D ACTIVITY 
(In memóriám Professor Greguss) 

PÁL G R E G U S S was born on the 3 1 st of December , in 1 8 8 9 in T o r n y a , A r a d 
coun ty . He a i t ended g r a m m a l school in A r a d , then g r a d u a t e d in Budapes t a s a 
secondary school teacher of biology and chemis t ry . D u r i n g the first Wor ld W a r he 
was a soldier w o r k i n g at the P rague Univers i ty . Af t e r c o m i n g h o m e he t augh t a t 
Teache r ' s T r a i n i n g Colleges first in C s á k t o r n y a then in Budapes t . In 1919 he 
ob ta ined a P H degree in Budapes t . S t a r t ing f r o m 1920 he worked as an ass is tant 
lecturer with p ro fes so r H O L L E N D O N N E R . In 1 9 2 7 he was a p p o i n t e d h o n o r a r y 
lecturer at Péter P á z m á n y Universi ty . In the s ame year he was en t rus t ed with the 
organ iz ing and m a n a g i n g of the Inst i tute of Botany a t the Debrecen Univers i ty . A 
year laer he was a p ro fes so r of the Teache r ' s T ra in ing College in Szeged. W h e n 
p ro fes so r I S T V Á N G Y Ö R F F Y left the Szeged Univers i ty in 1 9 4 0 . he w a s a p p o i n t e d 
p ro fes so r of the D e p a r t m e n t o f Botany o f Szeged Univers i ty . A large scale t each ing 
and research work was directed by him here for m o r e t h a n 25 years . H e did no t s t o p 
his researches even a f t e r his re t i rement ( 1 9 6 5 ) . H e was o n e of the mos t prolif ic 
H u n g a r i a n bo tan i s t s hav ing the greates t n u m b e r of publ ica t ions . 

His first p a p e r was publ i shed when 20. in 1909. S u m m i n g u p his f ru i t fu l and 
diligent research work we can find 46 books . 10 universi ty t e x t b o o k s and 254 
scientific publ ica t ions by his pen. His life is an excellent example of a scientist w h o 
a f t e r re t i rement w a n t s t o w o r k and can p r o d u c e wonde r fu l results. D u r i n g the years 
of his re t i rement he wro t e 55 paper s a n d a f t e r his 90th year , he a d d e d 6 m o r e ones . 
T w o days be fo re his dea th , at the age of 94 he still went to the D e p a r t m e n t of Botany 
where in his small s tudy he was full of p lans . 

He did researches a lmos t in every field of Botany. F r o m the 30-ies o n he s tar ted 
to deal with tree a n a t o m y and with the research of died ou t p lan t s (fossils). His 
m o n o g r a p h y (Lombleve lű fák m e g h a t á r o z á s a . K ö z é p - E u r ó p a i l o m b o s fák és 
cserjék m e g h a t á r o z á s a szövettani a l a p o n ) " X y l o t o m i c a l d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f 
d e c i d u o u s trees and s h r u b s in Midd le E u r o p e " was publ i shed in 1947 and m a d e him 
a name a m o n g the botanis ts . Then he became interested in the E x a m i n a t i o n o f 
g y m n o s p e r m o u s tree t runk and in 1955 he finished his bril l iant work (Xy lo tomischc 
B e s t i m m u n g de r heute lebenden G y m n o s p e r m e n ) " X y l o t o m i c a l d e t e r m i n a t i o n s of 
the present g y m n o s p e r m o u s trees", con t a in ing the s t ruc tu re o f xylem of 360 
g y m n o s p e r m o u s species and this work h a s become well k n o w n all over the wor ld . In 
the in te rna t iona l scientific life P R O F E S S O R P Á L G R E G U S S has b e c o m e f a m o u s first 
of all as a xylem a n a t o m i s t on the g r o u n d of his n u m e r o u s b o o k s and studies. If 
there were a c h a m p i o n s h i p in science like in spor ts , p ro fes so r G R E G U S S wou ld be on 
the top of a world table as an ana tomis t . H e spent a b o u t f o u r decades a t colleges and 
universi t ies a n d helepcd to t ra in not only teachers of biology bu t a n u m b e r of 
researches a s well w h o play a very i m p o r t a n t role in o u r present scientific life. T h e 
t hough t o f evo lu t ion was the guiding principle in his lectures. H e was suggest ive and 
clear to descr ibe the flora different geological ages. Del iver ing lectures he never 
failed to imp lan t the love of na tu re , life a n d people in his s tuden t s . H e def ined three 
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t reasures in our life: love, health and knowledge. Beside his teaching and scientific 
work he took part in public affairs, too. Af te r 1956 he was the Rector of ou r 
university. It would be difficult to enumerate the medals he was awarded as an 
appreciat ion of his work . After the Kossuth Prize and Orders of Labour , he was 
awarded with the Flag Decorated Orden of the Hunga r i an People 's Respublic . 
Professor GREGUSS now would be a 100, and this is the reason why we are 
organizing the 5th of Symposium Hungar ian Plant A n a t o m y . 

N o w I wish the part icipiants of the symposium to achieve similar results as 
professor GREGUSS did in plant ana tomy and work as long as he did. 

S . G U L Y A S 

S e c : B i b l i o g r a p h y P u b l i c a t i o n s o f P R O F . D R . PAL G R E G U S S 1 9 0 9 — 1 9 8 2 . 

Acta Biol. Szeged. 31. pp. 207—214 (1985) 


