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THE BEGINNINGS OF PRINTED NEWS IN MAGYARKANIZSA

BÁLINT PETÕ

ABSTRACT

The appearance of the print press in Magyarkanizsa is closely related to the municipality’s
change in its administrative status, i.e. when it became a town in 1909. It was then
that citizens could read their own newspaper, the Kanizsai Újság for the first time.
The four-page paper was issued every Sunday and informed the citizens of Kanizsa
mainly about local events, although national and foreign affairs were also discussed
on its pages. Its publisher was the owner of the local printing press and merchant,
Pál P. Bruck, who was motivated in this new enterprise by the prospect of a new,
lucrative business venture. Most of the first year’s articles dealt with the newly received
status of the town as well as the plans of development in connection with it. A cultural
milestone in the history of Magyarkanizsa, this weekly publication, which appeared
until May 1915, played a great role in the process of urbanization and the furthering
of embourgeoisement. It established a modern local press and popularized interest
in public affairs among the town’s population.

With regards to modern and independent press, Hungary has had to make up for
centuries of lost time compared with Western-European countries. While in London
people were reading a daily paper in 1702 (The Daily Courant), in Hungary the first
Hungarian-language, regularly printed weekly newspaper only appeared in the last
quarter of that century (Magyar Hírmondó [Hungarian Herald], 1780). In today’s
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modern area of Vojvodina, the mentioned underdevelopment is even more pronounced
than in the country as a whole: only in the middle of the 19th century did the first
modern printing companies develop in the area, and the larger circulation of the local
papers had to wait until the start of the 1900s. All of this naturally had not only
economic but social and cultural reasons as well.1

The emergence of the print press in Kanizsa is closely connected with the change
in the municipality’s administrative classification: the Minister of the Interior’s
regulation 10 018 dated March 12, 1908 classified the municipality as a town with
a regular council effective starting the following year, and the young new small town’s
residents could almost immediately get their hands on their own press product,
the Kanizsai Újság (Kanizsa Newspaper).2 (The paper first appeared at the end of 1908,
which is referenced by the fact that in 1909 it was marked as being the second
annual issue, as well as the Letter from the Editor that was printed in the first
issue of 1909, with a certain lack of humility;3 however, the first issue that is officially
preserved is the issue published January 3, 1909, and so the first full year of the
Kanizsai Újság’s operation can be considered to be 1909.) The four-page long
paper appeared every Sunday and primarily informed the citizens of Kanizsa
about local events, although its columns regularly featured national news as well.
(For half a year, from January to June of 1911, the paper appeared twice a week
on Sunday and Thursday, after which they returned to one issue per week.)4

According to its masthead the publisher of the “social and economic weekly
paper” was the local printing house owner and merchant Pál P. Bruck, who was
no doubt motivated to start his new business primarily as a source of additional
commercial profit, rather than by any sense of social responsibility.5 Evidence for
this can be seen in the fact that a large fraction of the advertising space in his papers
– in many cases at least half of it – was devoted to promoting Bruck’s ventures,
and four years later he used his publishing house’s activities to forge political
capital.6 The first editor of the Kanizsai Újság was Zoltán Tóth, who worked at the
paper until the start of the following year (we last see his name in the January 9,
1910 issue, then Bruck carried out the editorial tasks in addition to other parts
of the business); it is presumably from his pen or Pál P. Bruck’s that the majority
of front-page articles in the 1909 issues were written, although the author almost
always maintained anonymity. 

The editorials that appear on the front page faithfully reflect the municipality’s
political, economic and social conditions at the time. They show us those questions
which were deemed most important to the 1909 residents of Kanizsa, whose
population – according to data from the census conducted in following the year –
was 17 018, for the most part Catholic Hungarians; the most significant national
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Image 1. The first front page of the Kanizsai Újság



59

Academic Announcements
Vol II. No 2. 2015. Délvidéki Szemle

minority were the Serbs with 396 people. More than two thirds of the local
residents were employed in agriculture, a large fraction of whom lived outside the
small town, in remote rural areas. All of this played a defining role in determining
Magyarkanizsa’s social and cultural conditions: the settlement was a typical
lowland agricultural small town at the beginning of the last century, which officially
was now considered a town for administrative purposes, and in certain respects
did meet this qualification, but its low level of infrastructural development, the lack
of industry, the lifestyle of most of its residents, and their level of educational
and mentality gave the municipality more of a village character.7

Image 2–5. Bruck’s ventures in the advertising space
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The leading articles in the 1909 issues mostly discuss these subjects: the first issue
of the year greeted the residents of Kanizsa with the title Magyarkanizsa is a town,
and in a grandiose style it welcomes Kanizsa’s reclassification as a town, but also
calls on residents of the municipality to do everything in the interest of development:
“The town council has been formed, it held its first election of officials, and with this,
Magyarkanizsa has joined the towns with a regular council. Large, passionate struggles
preceded the classification of the municipality as a town, just as they had the elections.
(...) As we welcome the new officers, we also look forward with confidence to its operation,
and, where we have some little power to act, we will never delay in supporting it.
But we also don’t delay in calling attention to that large work and responsibility
which awaits each member of the town council. (...) We can carry out successful work
shoulder to shoulder, supporting each other. Without this the work of the council
and the operation of the representative body will be a waste. Perhaps individual
vengeance might be satisfied, but only at the untold expense of the public good. This
is why we expressed above our wish that passions should be abated, for differences
to disappear and for every citizen of the town of Magyarkanizsa to be united under
the flag of progress. Only then can we reach the goal which the classification of
Magyarkanizsa as a town has promised  us.” 8

Image 6. The new city hall
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The reader’s letter is also telling, which was published on the front page of the last
issue of February: “In my quiet town, where not so long ago the topic of the day was
if Mr. Kántram’s cow Bossy got ill, or if Szabó, Esq. bought brand new felt clothes,
and where it was a veritable sensation if one or two noble carriages scooted along
the dusty streets, – here there are now events that are worthy of being immortalized
in the press? Well, in Magyarkanizsa do people now read not only tax summons,
and prayer books? What a wonderful thing it is, sir! It is almost as remarkable as if the
dead had sprung to live. (...) Of course, we have to make sacrifices if we want to put
down the cornerstone to a flourishing, modern, large town. Magyarkanizsa still needs
to create a great many institutions for its status of a town to go from paper to reality and for
it to reach the standard that it would be a true crime against culture not to attain.” 9

A recurring issue on the front page is the question of the bridgeover the River Tisza:
there has long been felt a need to connect the two Kanizsas (Törökkanizsa, modern
Novi Kneîevac, and Magyarkanizsa or Kanizsa) with a modern bridge capable of
supporting rail traffic, a problem that the residents of the city felt to be even more
pressing since the municipality became a town, in order to speed up the process
of urbanization. As the Kanizsai Újság writes in February: “The pedestrian and coach

Image 7. The new city hall
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traffic between the two Kanizsas takes place on imperfect, rickety structures of bygone
centuries even today. From spring to autumn vehicles and people use the pontoon
bridge, a junk from Szeged, and when the Tisza freezes over, well, one can get from
one shore to the other on a ferry or boat riding the back of the ice. This is a medieval,
intolerable state of affairs to the untold expense of the two Kanizsas... (...) A permanent
bridge would make it possible to fulfil the now audacious-sounding plan to connect
the two Kanizsas with a narrow-gauge passenger- and freight-railway. And this is
the great perspective that the plan of a permanent bridge offers.” 10 Then, more than
three months later the editors return to the subject with an article titled Reflections
on our town’s Tisza bridge. The article makes concrete proposals for financing
the costs of a permanent bridge: “We are all convinced that one of the best ways 
to ensure that our city flourishes is a permanent railway bridge. Faithful patriots 
of the city who hold its future close to their heart should not be afraid to make
the greatest sacrifices necessary to create it. (...) We cannot borrow such a large
sum of money, because the interest on it would be so great that it would exhaust
our financial resources. Thus, it is impossible to build our permanent bridge in any
other way than Zenta did it, that is, through an interest-free loan provided by the state.
(...) A committee will likely be sent by the ministry this very month to determine
the new toll rates for the bridge and ferry, which have expired. We ask the mayor
to use this opportunity to raise the issue of the permanent bridge and to procure
the necessary technical documentation.” 11

Image 8. A recurring issue is the question of the Tisza bridge
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The editorials also encourage other areas of modernization, ranging from modernizing
the railways to developing industry,12 to creating a park in the downtown area
and to building a local thermal spa. In the autumn, the newspaper is happy to report
some success in creating a few – though not high-profile, – yet visible and useful
results in the process of urbanization: “It’s now been three quarters of a year since
we received the status of a town, however, we have not yet had an occasion to appraise
the work of our council. We find that the reason for thisis the secretive manner in which
everything is done or carried out. We think that the council is working, – and especially
the mayor performs work that is greatly deserving recognition around the development
of the town, and we are all the more happy to observe this because up until now we
have always criticized him for his interest in creating big things only. We are happy
to see and are glad to record these merits because in addition to several required large
plans he does not forget about smaller issues. There is a visible sign of his consistent
and prudent work. Our main streets, although they were only rarely and insufficiently
watered in the course of the summer, and swim in oceans of dust, have finally been
cleaned up of the dirt that has built up for a long time. This in itself is a great achievement,
because aside its the aesthetic benefit it forestalls the spread of tuberculosis and
other diseases.” 13 However, there were some downsides to the fact that the status

Image 9. A recurring issue is the question of the Tisza bridge
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of a town had been attained, for example, the drastic rise in property prices, a fact
to which the paper brought attention twice in the spring of 1909: “But during the
transformation to town, new families of officials came to the settlement, who needed
an apartment. This fact contributed to enormously raising the previous rent prices.
At present, the situation is that in Kanizsa a 2-room apartment costs four hundred
koronas (crowns), just as in Budapest. And while in Budapest for this much money
one gets a comfortably furnished modern apartment, in Kanizsa one cannot even
find an apartment if one begs. (...) We must remedy this problem. God forbid we get
a district court and tax office soon, because these officials and the lawyers who might
come with them would have to be put into tent camps.” 14

Image 10–11. The local thermal spa
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Besides the above, two other issues arose which kept the residents of the town
greatly interested and thuss became recurring topics of editorials: the first was the lack
of a telephone network,15 the other being a plan for a new town hall.16 Besides this,
the editors regularly criticized the municipal administration for all of their decisions
– or failure to make decisions – which, according to the journalists, impeded the further
development of the town. However, – albeit rarely – the editors offered a chance for
alternative viewpoints to be voiced in the form of letters to the editor, and on the front
page a writing by Mayor, Dr. Sándor Király himself was published, in which the town’s
leader hopes for the introduction of mandatory fire insurance in the municipality.17

(The newspaper could do this from a position of editorial independence and
comfortable external observer status, all the way up until 1913, when the owner,
Pál P. Bruck, who at that time was also responsible for editorial tasks, became
a member of the municipal council – as we have previously mentioned.) 

Image 12–13. The local thermal spa
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In addition to local issues, on more than one occasion the paper drew attention
to national affairs in its editorials: for instance, in the September 5, 1909 issue it
published an article with the title Intellectual Proletariat, in which the author criticizes
Austria for purposefully keeping Hungary underdeveloped and not letting it break
free from its agrarian country status. In addition, we found pointed social criticism
on the paper’s front page – for example, on the disadvantages of favoritism and
its adverse effects (July 18 and 25 leading articles), on the weakness of the middle
class of landowners (September 12), on the migration from rural areas to the capital
(November 8), etc. We read an interesting story on a subject titled National threat
on the front page of the December 19 issue, which scrutinizes the problem of
gambling addiction: “Our nation is one of the those with the most violent, most heated
temperament. Hungarians come from the race of humans in whom hot blood has always
played a large role. Even at times when common sense requires them to listen to the voice
of reason telling them to stop. Ah, but how often their blood gets people to do reckless
deeds! It’s no use – we are an Eastern people! We are descended from the race of
hot-blooded Orientals. The multitude of unfortunate victims of gambling addiction
is one of the misbegotten offspring of our temperament. In this hardly noble competition
of the races the Hungarian is there among the first, right beside the Italian and the Russian.
The Hungarian plays with his money and often with his life at the card table, at the
horse races, in the class lottery, everywhere where two people mix. The most dangerous
of all the games is the one that is rightfully called the Devil’s Bible or the thirty-two
leaved, people killer, country-destroying card game.” 18 In contrast with its earlier
issues, a festive writing appeared as an editorial in the last issue of 1909 with the
title Christmas, which concerned love and the support of those who have been
left behind and the poor: “We must do away with the traditional pride and not neglect
the poor class – at least on this day!... The gratitude will not be lost, the children
enjoying the warmth of our affection will forever bless their benefactors and this day
will live as an indelible memory in their hearts.” 19

Several columns of the paper paint a nuanced image of the social and economic
culture of the municipality that was recently made a town. The second and third pages
of the paper regularly report on the various events of the large number of associations
active in Kanizsa – the vibrant social life is definitely a sign of the beginning of civilization
in the small lowland town. One of the most significant was MIKE, the Magyarkanizsai
Ifjúsági Közmûvelõdési Egyesület or Magyarkanizsa Youth Cultural Association,
(which, from 1912 had its own independent newspaper when an other local paper
that had started publication a year earlier, the Kanizsai Ellenõr (Kanizsa Inspector),
became the association’s mouthpiece).20 But the town’s fire brigade, the Jewish women’s
association, the Industrial Book Club, the Economic Young Men’s Association,
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the Red Cross Association, the Christian Social Workers’ Association and last but not
least, the Gentlemen’s Casino – one of the main arenas of public debate –, were also
actively rallying the well-to-do and influential members of the local population.
The paper’s inside (second and third) pages regularly report various tenders and auctions
and various official notices (for example the mandatory animal testing, the worm
extermination, vaccinations, tax notices, public notices; it reports on the appointment
of new public officials (teachers, pastors, police officers, judges, doctors, etc.),
the events of the various associations, births, deaths, marriages – and on more than
one occasion engagements as well –, the date of fairs; it even considers newsworthy
when a citizen of Kanizsa has finished serving a prison sentence and is freed.21

Deserving special mention in the local news are the various acts of violence,
which occur in a large number in the life of the municipality, and which the Kanizsai
Újság covers in a detailed “tabloid fashion” – sometimes humorously but sometimes
in almost horrific detail.22 All this is understandable, since despite the town status
that had been granted there was a still largely rural, rather closed community,
whose need for information had to be met. The “gossip” naturally spilled over
into the printed press – and all this presumably contributed largely to the rise
in the newspaper’s circulation.23 The news, which were not only about Kanizsa
but a larger geographic area, contained a conspicuous number of stabbings, robberies,
thefts, drunken acts of vandalism, fights, accidents, fires, murders, various family
tragedies, and reports of suicides were also rather frequent.

In addition to politics, public life and local events we can also read about other
subjects in the paper. The fiction column every week publishes poetry, short stories
or excerpts from short stories, humorous pieces and other types of literature, and
what’s more, in a featured location: the fiction column starts on the front page and
usually continues on the second page. Besides local authors, there are a few nationally
famous writers, poets who appear in the newspaper: the Kuruc nóta by Gyula Juhász,
or the writing titled Intra dominium by Kálmán Mikszáth. The business column
contains expert analyses, which appeared fairly regularly at the beginning but later
only sporadically. We can also find messages from the editor, in which the editors
reply to pseudonymous messages and questions in one or two sentences. Another
way of giving more information than providing local residents with general news
is e.g. when the paper prints excerpts from the constitution and history of United
States or you can read about Hungarian freemasons and the role Lajos Kossuth
played in that organization; about the adventures of a young man from Szeged in
the French foreign legion, or a travel report about Archduke Franz Ferdinand’s
trip to Sinaia. In the article A pusztuló Bácska (Bácska in decline) the author writes
about the mass migration to America and about criminalizing the enticement of
others to do this. As a clever trick by the editors – and in a rather manipulative way –
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following the above article there is a report about a tragedy as a “deterring example”
with the title The misfortunes of a boy from Zenta in America. From the story we
learn that Lajos Kocsis, a young man who had emigrated from Zenta was run
over and killed by the “Chicago express train” and his dead body had to be picked
up in pieces.24

In sum, we can say that the elevation of the municipality to a higher rank in
1909 gave this southern market town a new momentum for development, the first
results of which were apparent within a few years: in 1912 a new town hall was inaugurated,
a thermal spa opened, economic and cultural life were booming. The first locally
printed weekly newspaper, the Kanizsai Újság played a substantial role in the process
of urbanization and gentrification. Despite all of its shortcomings, it was  a cultural
milestone in the history of Magyarkanizsa: it created a modern local civic press
which became a popular reading for the town’s residents.

NOTES
1 “The demand for a local paper developed gradually, in parallel with the development of the society of the

municipality. A large role in this process is played by the population’s social and financial stratification but their
mentality as well. By itself the fact that a wealthier class requires this form of information to rise above the majority
does not create a need. This is because they must take action not only as a consumer but to a certain extent they
also need communal self-awareness to recognize the role of the local press and to support its appearance.”
(Pejin, Attila: The historical bibliography of the Zenta newspapers [1875–1962]. Zenta, 2004. p. 13.)

2 Baráth, Katalin: Revolver és vasvilla – Kisvárosi médiarítusok. (Magyarkanizsa, 1909–1914.) http://www.
mediakutato.hu/cikk/2006_03_osz/03_kisvarosi_mediaritusok. (Henceforth: Baráth)

3 “Whoever would like to buy or sell any kind of house, land, furniture, car, cattle, or any kind of equipment,
or who is looking for an apartment, or would like to rent the same, should advertise in the Kanizsai Ujság,
which in its brief existence already has a wide circulation.” (Kanizsai Újság, January 3, 1909.) 

4 Klamár, Zoltán: 1848 a század eleji kanizsai sajtóban. Híd, Year LXII. (1998.), Issue 3. p. 290.
5 Simonyi, Mária: A magyar politikai sajtó története 1918-ig a mai Vajdaság területén. Budapest, 2003. (Henceforth:

Simonyi) p. 328.
6 “Pál P. Bruck was not yet a member of the 164-member town council that debuted in 1909, »which is why he

was able to maintain the appearance of the newspaper’s independence in the beginning«, however, from
1913 onward he was able to personally play a role in the bustling society of the city fathers, in order of his assets
»as a newspaper owner with legally doubled income«, being the 45th property owner representative. »Eight out
of the first ten, and so at the top of the list János Mátyás Dukai, based on the income from their land ownership,
were admitted to the council, though at that time only into the council of a virtual town hall – temporarily
into the Great Dining Hall.« Half of the Kanizsai Újság’s back page, however, from the beginning showed
their advertisements, from which it became evident that the honorable editor of the paper financed his everyday
life less by serving the public through his noble work but rather from his income stemming from the commercial
ventures operating under his name »where anything could be procured from him, from a prayer book to 
a threshing-machine«.” (Baráth)

7 Baráth
8 Kanizsai Újság, January 3, 1909.
9 Kanizsai Újság, February 28, 1909.

10 Kanizsai Újság, February 21, 1909.
11 Kanizsai Újság, June 6, 1909.
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12 “When you see the proud chimneys of the factory reaching toward the sky and when you hear the steam
whistles indicating break time in work, you can’t help but think that in the wake of the machines rattling
new shapes and new levels are taken on by life and near the sooty walls you meet all the blessings of culture.
And experience proves that in the modern age there is only prosperity, the accumulation of wealth where industry
begins to develop in the wake of which trade quickly burgeons.” (Kanizsai Újság, June 20, 1909.)

13 Kanizsai Újság, October 31, 1909.
14 Kanizsai Újság, March 14, 1909.
15 “... Our leaders are incapable of arranging for a telephone network… So let us we, residents turn to the Chamber

of Commerce and Industry and make them intervene for Kanizsa to join the network...” (Kanizsai Újság,
October 3, 1909.)

16 “The plans for a new town hall are ready. Members of the municipal council also consider it urgent to go ahead
with the construction. The old municipal building is useless. There are some reluctant people, however, who are
worried that the 250 000 crowns necessary for the construction are not yet available...” (Kanizsai Újság, April 25, 1909.)

17 “Compulsory fire insurance should be introduced and managed by local municipalities. This would increase
their income, which they could use partly for their own purposes while they could provide a better service against
fire damages, better than the insurance companies...” (Kanizsai Újság, February 14, 1909.)

18 Kanizsai Újság, December 19, 1909.
19 Kanizsai Újság, December 26, 1909.
20 Simonyi. p. 328.
21 “Nagy, who was sentenced to two years in prison, has been given conditional furlough.” (Kanizsai Újság, April 18,

1909.); “A youth named Mihály Csikós, who stabbed a fellow lad one and a half year ago, has arrived home
on conditional furlough...” (Kanizsai Újság, September 5, 1909.) 

22 “Mladen Bakality, a barber’s apprentice, was courting Miss Jelena Kordován in the Serbian ball. While courting
he stole a gold necklace from the girl… The thief was arrested and he gave the gold jewellery back. However,
as the robber was being escorted by  policemen he managed to escape and there is no trace of him...” (Kanizsai
Újság, January 31, 1909.); “Mrs. Andorné Keszthelyi, a 76-year-old widow has filed a complaint at the gendarmerie
of Baja against her son-in-law, Dávid Cseszler, who had beaten her. Earlier, Cseszler was looking for his wife
and eventually found her with his mother-in-law shouting in a pub while drunk. Mr. Cseszler was so upset that
he grabbed his merry mother-in-law by the hair kicking and beating her up...” (Kanizsai Újság, November 14,
1909.); “Mr. Bata denies the fact that he committed a premeditated murder and claims that while arguing
with his wife she attacked him with a pair of scissors. At that point he picked up a knife lying on the table and
stabbed her five or six times...” (Kanizsai Újság, May 16, 1909.)

23 For more on this topic, see Katalin Baráth’s analysis mentioned previously (the author’s note) .
24 Kanizsai Újság, September 26, 1909.


