L. Matzk®
PRESENT PERFECT VERSUS PAST TENSE

AN ANALYSIS OF TENSE USAGE

The general rules gerrning the use of the Present
Perfect and the Past Tense are described in all English gram-
mars written by English or foreign authors, yet in essence
they hardl}_ever go beyond the basic statements that .

| the Past Tnese 1s used

(a) speaking of fully past events, and

(b) there is usually an indication of past time
' in the context, mostly in the form of an adverb
of time, like yesterday, last year, etc., while

the Present Perfect is used

(c) speaking of past events, the result of which
" is present, or which in some way are associated
with the present state of things;

(d) an adverb of present time (this week, now, etc.)
may or may not be present in the context, but
it is impossible to use it with an adverb of
fully past time, the latter requiring the Past
Tense.

Then some easy examples are given like Yesterday I met
John at the museum. Or: John has juest (now) come back from
France.

Any teacher of English with some experience knows, how-



- 64 -

ever, that these exélanations are far from satisfactory for
the guidance of the foreign learner. In many cases some of
the above-mentioned criteria are not evident; there are also
borderline cases when in one and the same situation either
tense is possible, depending solely on the speakerfa view-
point, feeling, or emphasis. Then there are also'idiomatic
ahd even wrong uses when native speakers of English do not
use these tenses iﬁ accordance with these basic rules. At
present thé_best explanations can be found in Millington-
—Wara's "The Use of Tenses in English" and E. M. Gordon and
I. P. Krilova's "Tense and Voice in Modern English". For -
those students of English whose mother.tongue possesses no
Pas£ and Present Perfect tenses, but only a Preterite to
indicate anything tﬁat has happened before the present time,
e.g. Hungarian, orAwhose tongue, at least in colloquial
style, makes no'siﬁilar distinction betwéen the two tenses
(e.g. French and German) the criteria requiring one or the
othér tense in English are not evident'if there 1s no direct
indication of time in the context. Few existing grammars
provide adequate guidance in such cases, Even'the best ones
deal only with some of the problems. The rules laid down in
grammar books are obviously incomplete and therefore im-
perfect. It is stated in the books that the Present Perfeot
i8 to be used if the result of a paet action ts stéll present,
Typically no adverb of completely past time can appear to-
gether with thite tense. What is generally omitted from the

explanations is that even Zf no adverb of time 78 expressed
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and the reeult of the past action 18 present, the time of
the action or happening, such as a historic fact or a pre-
vioua~incident, may be DEFINITE in the speaker’s mind, and
then it 18 not the presentnese of the result, but the
definitenecess of the time that wins out, and the spgaker
will use the Past Tense as he thinks of the event rather
than of the result. Thus a man, after being attacked by
the watch-dog in the garden, enters the house and says to
the peoplé ;here:

' Look what your nasty dog DID to my trousere;

(Recorded from a novel. Source unknown.)

The speaker was evidentlyAstill thinking of the un-
pleasant incident with the dog in the garden. If he had
wished to speak more emphatically of the result of the ac-
tion; i.e. the damage, he could have used the Present Perfect,

Bince no adverb of tihe is expressed: Look what your nasty

dog has done to my trousers.

Somebody taking clothes out of a wardrobe might say:
Look what the moths HAVE DONE to my clothes.

(BBC)

In this example the speaker cannot possibly know when
exactly the moths ate holes in the clothes, so he has no
definite time in his mind, he can only see the result of the
moths’ action (activity). Consequently only the Present

Perfect 1is correct here. Similar is the situation in the
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‘following example:
Wh& has taught you thoee fine words, bairn?

(E. Bronte: Wuthering Heights)

Cook (J. L. Cook, A. Gethin, K. Mitchell: A New Way to

Proficiency in English. Blackwell, Oxford, 1971) explains

well the following examples,

* Quote: "The Frgnch Revolution LEFT an indelible mark on
’ the political thinking of the whole world.

The French Revolution HAS LEFT an indelible mark
on the political thinking of the whole world.

The writer of the first sentence might be en-~-
gaged on a historical work - he would be con-
cerned with what happened THEN. The writer of
the second sentence would be mainly concerned
with effects of the revolution on our present-
-day society NOW. There is a similar difference
between ' . '

Look what she GAVE me for Chrietmas!
(Emphasis on the action THEN - how nice of
her!) '

and

Look what ehe HAS GIVEN me .for Christmaa!l
(Emphasis on the result NOW - how lucky
I am!)" o

- Unquote,

Further he says,

Quote: "Let us imagine a conversation between a mother
and her daughter. It might run as follows:

What did he eay? - Oh, he ASKED me to marry him,
but I simply laughed.



(The proposal has purely historical signifi-

cance; the girl is no longer interested in 1it.)
Or: ‘
What did he say? =~ Oh, mama! He HAS ASKED me to
marry him!

The girl is still, at the presen€ moment, very
excited; the action is stgll affecting her emo-
tions.)" .

= Unquote.

Another excellent grammar-book, Knud Schibsbye’s A Modern

English Grammar (Oxford University Press, 1970), does not for-

get to mention the problematic adverbs always, ever, never.

They are pfoblematic to the foreign student because they may

be used with either tense, though not indifferentiy.

Schibsbye says,

Quote:

Quote:

"Particular interest is attached to the use of
the preterite (i. e. Past Tense) and perfect
(1. e. Present Perfect) in combination with
always, ever, never: With:always we find the
usual distribution of the two tenses: it was
always a part of the plan of the book that it

“ghould be furnished with illustrations, viz.

‘when the book was being prepared’; I forgave
him. I alwayse loved him (4. e. the feelings
referred to are those of that time);"

~ Unquote.

and

"the community has always counted for more

than the State in England, 1. e. 'and this is
still the case’; ...

However if always signifies circumstance rather
than time, i. e. ’‘in any circumstance, anyhow’,
the preterite is used even if the moment of
speaking is included: just then, as if by
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a miracle, the floor of the money-box turned
gently round in her hand, and the great esecret
wag revealed ... Yee, I eaid, you were alwaye
lucky."

- Unquote.

The last example should be explainéd more amply, for
it is not easy to see why always deno{es here "gircumstance
rather than time". Perhaps because of a possible interpreta-
tion ’'in any”situaéion, under any circumstances’; but even
this 1n£efpretation does not explain why the Pdst and not
the fresent‘Perfect is used in similar sentences..It would
therefore be better to say that this is 1diomqtié usage, -
Qhere idiom requires the usé of the Past Tense to express
a pérmanent qharacgeristic, quality; or state that is not o
likély to change (soon), or when the speaker does not think
of the possibility of a change in the future. Let us examine
an'example tqkenvféom Friday Morning, a radio drama by Val

Gielgud, - .

Quote: N.: Ay,AI certainly am flying. You see, my wifé'e
in Paris - ... - and she likes me to be punc-
tual. She makee an awful song if I’m not punc-—
tual for my meals.

S.: Well, Andrew, you always were a perfect hus-
band. .
- Unquote.

The last sentence may be said in praise, but it may also
be a sarcastic comment, The speaker using the Past Tense (S.)

considers only the past, M.’s behaviour in the past. If the
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fact that the preseﬁt is the time 1limit of the past or that
the action or state continues or may continue in the future
is prominent in the speaker’s mind, he will use the Present
Perfect.

Let us now return to Schibébye's gfammar. Referring to

the use of tensesiin connection with adverbs it says,

Quote: "When ever has a temporal value we find the
" usual distribution of’ the preterite and perfect;
were you ever married?, namely ’‘in the earlier
period of your life which I do not know about’;
did you ever meet my brother?, namely ’‘when you
had the chance’; no one ever loved me, {i. e.
‘when 1 was young’, or something of the kind //
“have you ever been up in an aeroplane? [ have
you ever met him? | the hall was more closely
packed than I have ever seen it fér a meeting.
When ever is an intensive adverb (approaching
the meaning of ‘whatever’ or 'at all’) it takes
the preterite: no man ever impressed me quite so
much as Mr Gladstone |[I think it 18 one of the
most delightful thinge that ever was vritten [
the proudest man I ever met was a great natural-
iet ...; thus also in rhetorical questions:
did you ever gee anything to beat it? | did you
ever hear of such a thing? - When ever 18 used
archaically in the sense of 'always’, it takes
the preterite: I was ever of opinion that ..."
- Unquote.

The deeper, psychological explanation of the last set
of examples is that the speaker thinks of particular instances
in the past when he met with something extraordinary rather

than of all past time, which is a period reaching the present,
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and does not think.of the possibility of a change of his
opinion in the future. The instances are anly past onoce-
-poseibilities for him, so that preaent and future possi-
bilities are excluded from his éonaideration.

If the speaker is not talking emoéﬁénally as in the
above examplea and does not exclude the 1uea of § present

or future possibility, he will use the Present Perfect)
A.1 Have you ever heard that euch patiente may re-
cover without any medication?

B.s No, I haven’t.

A.s éué you may eee such casas yet, THearq in a con-
versation) ‘ '

The use of the Past Tense with ever occurs also without
emphasis or emotion. This 1s due to analogy with the frequent
emotive use of this adverb. E. g.1

HAVE you ever HAD thie kind of headache before?
(special English, Medicine, Book 3, p. 3)

Before means here 'before now’. This is normal usage

without emphasis or emotion.

DID you ever HAVE an attack like thte before?
(Ib.)

Past Tense by analogy with intensive use, although the
doctor carrying out a routine examination is talking without
emotional emphasis. This should be correctly: Have you ever

had ...

i
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Returning to Schibsbye we can read:

Quote: "With never the use of the two tenses is
similar to that in sentences with: cver;
of time: I never spoke better, namely than on
that occasion //I have never spoken better in
my life, namely than on this occasion/ the
moderns do not realize modeiéity. They have
never knownbanything elsa.
Used intensively (='certainly not) never
takes the preterite: I never spoke to her in
my lifel I was never one to write by‘the

calendar.”
- Unquote.

Other examples collected for this article are:

"What beautiful, gloasy fur!" said Joe.
"T never SAW a black fox before."
(Zane Grey: The Spirit of the Border)

Without emphasis, the Present Perfect could be used

in this sentence.

‘"Living backwarde!" Alice repeated in great
astontehment, "I never HEARD of such a thing!"
(Lewis Carroll: Through the Looking-Glass)

This is emotional. The speaker does not think of any
(present or future) possibility.

"Aunt lzzie, may 1 aok Imogen Clark to spend
the day here on Saturday?" eried Katy, bureting
in one afternoon.

"Who on earth iu Imogcn Clark? | weper WEARD

"

the name before," replicd her aunt.

(Susan Coolidge: What Katy bid)
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Intensive or emphatic use.

"Look here! What do you know about this letter?"”
“I know no more about it than you do. I never
WROTE it. I never SAW it before."
(Crofts: The Groote Park Murder)
* Emphatic negétion.

All grammars agree that the Past Tense is to be used
when the time of thé past‘actionjis defined, i.e. when the
sentence'puts or answéfs the question when exactly. The time
is most often defined by some past-gime adverb in the context,
but even without definition of tihe the Past Tense is used
when the spgaker is conéerned with the circumstances of
the past~actioﬁ,ladch &s'pléce or manner.

The ﬁast Tense could also be termed Definite Past Tense,
and the Present Perfect Indefinite Past or Past-Present Tense.
For similar reasons two tenses of French bear similar names:
paesé défini and passd inddfini, although in modern spoken
French the passé défini 1s no longer used, but is replaced by
the passé indéfini.

Let us now-see the normal use of the two tenses refer-
ring to past or present situations, definite or indefinite
time.

Gerard Vanneck (The Colloquial Preterite in Modern

American English., Word, Vol. 14, pp. 237-242) says;

Quote: "In spoken British English the use of the pre-
terite instead of the perfect clearly implies

a different kind of context. Ex.:
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You look worried. What’se happened?

(I've no idea what my friend may have seen or heard.)
You look worried, what happened?

(I knew that my friend was to attend a meeting,
which is now over. I want to know what happened

at it.)"
- Unguote

In.Vanneck's-fi;sﬁ example the timé of the past event
18 not precise, not definite. In his sécond‘example the ac-
tion‘is éqpposed to have taken place on é-certa;n past occasion,
&ﬁiﬁh therefore defines the past time. The: time is definite
in the speaker’s mind, though the definition of time is not
explicit. Cases of this type are pitfalls for the foreign stu-
dent of English. '

‘Vanneck also says:

"Written British English, spoken British English
and written American English agree closely in their
cholce between the preterite and the perfect.

) Spoken American English, however, uses the preterite
in many cases where BE and written AE use the
perfect.”

Vanneck calls this misuse of the Past Tense the
Colloquial Preterite. We quote here only two
examples from him;

Quote: I didn’t pay for this book yet.
That show’s 8till on. I saw it twice.

= Unquote
In British English these would be: "I haven’t paid..." and

"I’'ve seen it twice."
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When the past time is undefined, the Present Perfect (Indef-
inite Past Tense) is normally used in British English. In
American English, however, the Definite Past Tense is often

used instead:

There WERE timee in our history when studente
were even more restless than they ars, now.
(Phi Delta Kappan, Sept. 1968)

This should be corrected to There HAVE BEEN times ...
Vanneck also says;

Quote: "A natural corollary is the hypércorrect use
of the perfect in written AE in contexts where '
the preterite would be preferable and sometimes
where‘ic'is obligatory. Ex.s ... as I have pre-

dioted to you two yeare ago ... )
: - Unquote

The following two examples are important:

(1) He’s more confident than he HAS BEEN at any other
time in the past three years. (Source unrecorded.)

At any other time is no definite time, and in the past three
years is a petioa reachiqg'the present. These two circumstances
require the Present Perfect (i.e. Indefinite PastTense).
One rule is, that if the action itself or the period
in which it takes place begins, goes on, and finishes in
the past, the Past Tense must be used, but if the action or

period in which the action takes place begins and goes on in
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the past and reacﬁqs the present, the Present Perfect is

the correct tense.

(2) Meanwhile the servante were putting the supper
on the table, and the Prince was much amused to
hear fhe'faiiy. "Welll" he thddght, as be ate
his supper,. "I’m very glad I CAME here. .

" (The Blue Fairy Book, edited by Andrew Lang.
‘London, Longmans 1889)

The P;inde is here af tablé now, but his coming 1sra1ready

in the re&ent past. It is some time ago that he ﬁrrived, not
‘just now. So his coming does not reach the present;‘it began
and finiéhed in the past. )

If he came and saw the beautiful fairy and the richly laden
table now, he could excaim fight on arriving:. Oh! f’m 80 glad
I have come here because his coming finishes or has finished
just now, i.e. reaches the present,

. Normal use is seen in the sentences

...more important than what the nasie have done in
the paet t8 what they are doing now - and will do.

(Morning star, Nov. 28. 1966)

In the past is not defini&e, as the past is all the time be-
fo;e now and up to now. Consequently ghe Present Perfect is
correct,

When a motive or purpose is expressed for the action
which practically reaches the present, either the Present
Perfect or (perhaps more commonly) the Past Tense ié used,

Ex.1
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(1) A olergyman received ue in his study. Our

(2)

telegram lay before him. "Waell, gentlemen,"” he aeked,
"what oan I do for you?"
"We¢ aame," I ezplained, "in answer to your wire."
"My wire? I eent no wire!"

(A.C. Doyle: The Case-Book;of Sherlock Holmes.)

, | ! :

"And that," ehe satd quietly,?"ia why* I have aome to
you." .

(George Sava: They Come by'pppointmentQ)

The difference between these uses is that the Present Perfect

emphasizes present achievement, kindness, service, feeling,

etc., while the Past Tense refers back to eatlier motivés,

earlier feelings or other circumstances, and often sounds

more modest or matter-of-fact than the Present Perfect. This

]

difference can also be seen in the following examples:

(Buckingham, at the beginning of an interview with

the Queenai

’

{(at

(3)

(4)

é

"I CAME in answer to thie fetter,.rour Majesty!
It aske me to come to Parie secratly and urgently,..
It {e eigned by you!" ' ’

the end of the interviews) As the duke made to take

his leave, the queen produced an intriocately worked

Jewel box... "My lord, you HAVE COME to see me,

even tn the faoe of death. I admire esuch courage."
(Film~Fun, 18th March, 1961, p.9)

Why ehould I let you ride by when I HAVE COME out
to eeek you? (Rider Haggard: Swallow.)

I DIDN’T COME here to talk of sheep. (Ib,)
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(5) "Who are you, child?" asked Mrs. Spenser,
"I’m Dr, Carr’s little girl,"” answered Katy, going
atratght up to the bed. "I CAME to bring you eome
flowera."”
And ahe laid the bouquet on the dirty sheet.
(8usan M. Coolidge: What Katy Did.)

(6) Good~morning, granny. Our stepmother HAS SENT ue
to wait upon and eerve you.
(Andrew Lang: The Yellow Fairy Book)

~ The Present Perfect often has summarizing force, and as
such is often used to introduce something to designate the
whole of the subject in general. The details that follow are
in the Past Tense, except when the ptesent importance or
validity of a past event has to be emphasized. Such an
emphasis requires the use of the Preseht Periéct, provided
that the time is not defined. Thus the Present Perfect provides
a framework to a series of actions, while the individual ac-
tions referripg to the detatls are in th;.Paet Tense. We can
£4nd a similar statement in Quirk’s University Grammar of
English (Par, 3.31)s "Through its ability to involve a span
of time from earliest memory to the present, the perfective
has an indefiniteness which makes it an appropriate verbal
expression for introducing a topic of discourse. As the topiﬁ
is narrowed down, the emerging definiteness is marked by the
simple past as well as in the noun phrases.

' For example:
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He says that he has seen a meteor at some time
(between earliest memory and the present)

as compared with

He says that he saw the meteor last night that every-
one is so excited about :

Compare also:

. Did you know that John hae painted a portrait of Mary?
Did you know that John painted this portrait of Mary?"

- Unquote.

Quirk’s stafement about the 1ndefiniten§aa of .the
Perfect g"perfective") and the definiteness of'the Past
Tense ("simple past”) supports the present author’s view.
The definiteness or indefiniteness of the noun phrase, however,
does not depend_pn the definiteness or indefiniteness of the
time,\for we can say: We saw a horror film last night.
In the case of the poftrait, the choice of the tense (tﬁough
the time is undefined aﬁd indefinite because irrelevant)
depends on whether we focus our attention on the predicate or
on thé subject, i.e. on where we put the emphasis.

Ex: More than 1,000 Arabs and 56 British soldiere HAVE
BEEN KILLED tn South Arabia in the past four years,
Many more WERE injured and maimed. Hundreds of Ar-
abs WERE detained and imprisoned without trial.
Some WERE horribly maltreated by British interro-
gatora.
{(Morning Star, Sept. 13, 1967, p.2)

Logically all of the verbs in this passage could and should

stand in the Present Perfect because all of the actions oc-
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curred in the same period of the paet four years, Yet the
above-mentioned idiomatic framework-and-details arrangement
is the cause why the introductory first sentence contains
the ‘Present Perfect, and all the following sentences the Past
Tense. Also, thé répetition of the Preséqt fetfecﬁ Tenses
instead of the short, nimble Past Tenaesﬁwould“hp very clum-
ﬁy. Let us not forget that the past fourfygara denotes a pe-
riod reaching the present. This is theré:ore a case where
the stricg_logic governing the use of the tenses.in English
yieids to stylistic requirements. Yet it would have been
better to write this passagé as one senﬁence,!using only the

Present Perfect Tense:

More than ... have been killed ... years, many more
injured and matimed, hundrede of Arabe detatned ...
without trial, and some horribly maltreated ...

Let us analyze some more examples: .
Jodinated hormones at high épecifio'radioaativity
HAVE BEEN USED (Indefinite Past) to study direotly
hormonreceptor interactions for several polypeptide
hormonee Theee syateme HAVE aleo BEEN APPLIED (In-
definite Past) euccessfully to the measuremente of
hormone concentrations in blood and to eluectdation
of early eteps in hormone action.

To extend thie approach to the study of oxytocin,
we HAVE DEMONSTRATED (Result and present knowledge
emphasized, time left undefined.) that the introduc-—
tion of an I atom into a molecule as small and ase

highly atructured as oxytocin does not abolish the
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btologiocal activity of the hormone in the toad
bladder epithelium and in fat ocelle. We aleo DEMON~-
STRATED ... (Action considered as a detail or may-
be a change of tense to relieve the monotony of
Present Perfects in succesion.)

(Endocrinoloy, Vol. 91, No: 5, 1972, p. 1187)

More kéoently the treatment of ringworm of the scalp
with salioylanilide HAS BEEN investigated im Scot-
land by Kinnear and Rogers (1948). (Reference dates

-added in brackets are not part of the sentence; thus

the time in the sentence is not definite, and a pe-
riod between not long ago and now touches both the
past and the present., This is the justification of

‘the Present Perfect,) These workers USED an oint-

ment containing salicylanilide 4.6%, cetrimide 1%,

. and carboway 1500 94.5%. (Details.)

(British Medical Journal, Sept. 17, 1949, p. 626)

The change to Past Tense after the first Present Perfect

is far from obligatory, as illustrated by the following exam-

ple:

Subsequent work with the Moloney virue HAS SHOWN
that the onset of leukemia ies gratly delayed in
thymeotomiased mice. We HAVE aleo OBSERVED a curious
granulomatous reaction in the thymus of mice tnjeoted
with virue many‘weeks previouely, and then irradtated
or given some chemotherapeutic drug such as myleran
or amethopterine, juat when leukemia was beginning
to develop.
(Texas Reports on Biology and Medicine, Vol. 19
No. 2, 1961, p. 224)

As stated in many grammar books, tho verh of the ad-

verbial clauss of time must be in the Past 'fense,

L 4
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Questions beginning with when require the Past Tense
if they refer to past time, because they ask foi definition
of the time, i.e. they are cohcerned with the past time
or circumstance of the action. The only type of exception

is the rhetorical question, as:

’ B
When HAVE I BEEN harsh, tell me?
(E. Bronté: Wuthering Heights)

-Hére the speaker evidently means "You cannot tell, i.e.
define, thé time or occasion, because I have never been harsh.
This is therefore a caée of indefiniteness, which - as we
have already said - requires the Present Pegfect.

We_have seen that the speaker can use either tense 1if
there is no adverb of definite past time or present time in
the context. In this case he will use the Present Perfect
when he is interested iﬁ the present result of the past action
or ﬁappening, and the Past Tense when.he.is interested in some-
thing else thaﬂ the present result of'the.action, for in-

stance in the circumstances such as the time, place, or

manner, or the subject of the action. Ex.:

"Who HAS TAUGHT you those fine words, -batrn?" I tn-

quired, The ourate?"

"Damn the ourate, and theel Gie me that," he replied.
(E. Brontd: Wuthering Heights.)

The speaker cannot think of any definite time of the ac-

tion of the verb teach. This is why he uses the Present Perfect.
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But the text continues with:

"Tell ue where you GOT your leseons, and you ehall
have tt," sqgid I.

Here the key word is where, which, referring to circumstance,

requires the Past Tense. And here is an example where the

.

subjectiis emphasized:

. On another occasion I obeerved a group of girls

playing together at making a garden in the eand

of the path and brusquely throwing out‘any little

boy who intruded. ("Boys aren’t allowed in the garden.

Only girle are allowed in, because we MADE it.")
(Childhood in Contemporary Cultures, edited
by Margaret Mead and Mariha Wolfenstein. The
University of Chicago Press. P, 104.)

With indications of periods of time, which are partly
past now, partly present (and/or future), bothtenses are
possible; in such a case the choice depends on several fac-
tors: ) Co.

(a) when we are speaking of a past section of the period, the
Past Tense is correct;

(b) when we are thinking of the present results or when we
are speaking of a yet unfinished part of the period, the
Present Perfect must be used. Adverbs like today belong in
this category. This rule is well explained and illustrated in
Millington-Ward’s The Use of Tenses. For the sake of brevity

we quote here only one interesting and very enlightening ex-

ample, Millington-Ward says:
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Quote: "If I says I had a very busy day at the office
today, 1 suggest that I am thinking of all the
past things that made me busy at the office and
my wife might ask what they were; but if I say:
I have had a very busy day at the office today,
I suggest that I am thinking‘of some result, in
the present, of my having been so busy:'pefhaps
I am feeling very tired - and my wifey if suffi-
ciently sympathetic, might bring me a whisky and
soda and my slippers bqfére asking any questions."
: = Unquote.

°

Adﬁerbial questions begiﬁning with where, how, etc. without
a period of time require the fast Tense, .

Who-questiohs depend for tense use on definiteness or
;néefiniteness of the time,'To illustrate this, here is an
example: Children playing with a ball accidentally break
a window of a house.‘A man pops out and angrily asks: "WHO
BROKE the window? (Dandy.) }

The time of the action is definite’ in the speaker'g
mind: "a moment ago". Consequently thé Past Tense 1is used.

Another example is from Hornby: Somebody looking

in the pantry may exclaim:
oWho HAS EATEN all the cherries?

Here the time is indefinite..— Note that in the last
three examples the result of the past action was present,
which means that the presentness of the result is no suf-
ficient criterion in itself: in sﬁch cases the definiteness

or indefiniteness of the past time decides.
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Interestingly, Close brings a similar example with the verb

in the Past Tense And compares it with the same sentence whose

verﬁ is put in the Present Perfect. So let us gquote Close now:
(a) "Who broke the window?

(The speaker has registered the fact that now it is

broken, but he is no longer 1n#ereated in NOW. What
he wants to know ie how the accident happene@ when

it happened.)

(b) * 0K, who hae broken the window? "

(I don’t want to know how it happened) the fact is
that it is b ken, and I'm* asking who is respon-.
sible.)" -t

- Unquote.

It is difficult ts'see why Close.says in ekampie (a)
“Whaﬁ he wants to know is how the accident happened when it
happened,” for the speaker does not ask either'how or when,
but: who. This means, according to the present author; thﬁt
the speaker is not interested either in the manner ("how")
or in the timé ("when"), but in the suﬁje;t of the action.
The speaker ﬁants to £ind the culprit, i.e, the subject of
the action. '

In example (b), according to Close, the speaker is asking
who ia'reapona;ble, i.e, he is asking who the subjeat of the
action was. .

Thus in both (a) and (b) the speaker wants to find out
the doer, i.e. the subject. What is the difference then?

- Only that in (a) the time of the accident (or happening)
is known to the speaker, and in (b) not, which supports our

explanation based on definiteness or indefiniteness of the

time of the action in the speakerss mind.
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" What-questions asking for the object also depénd on
, definiteness or indefiniteness of the action and presentness
or pastness of the situation. ‘
‘ The next example shows again the ;ole of definiteness
anq‘indefiniteness, as well as the summarizing force of the

. Present Perfect:

Kagawa and Pappé initially FOUND (Historic fact,
at some definite time not mentioned here.) only

' minor mineraloocorticoid activity ... Birmingham
et al, ... FOUND (Historic fact.) ... and Porter
noted ... . Some in vitro studies have shown

(At different times not defined: summarizing.)

+++ . De Niocola FOUND (Historic fact.) ... and

Veceet found (Historic fact.) ... , Other workers

HAVE FOUND (Summarizing. At different times. The

time is indefinite.) ’ :
(Endocrinology, Vol. 91, No. 5, Nov. 1972, p.1170)

Historic facts, presented or regarded as such, are nor-~
. , .

mally put in the Past Tense, as in the following example:

Lestone eimilar to thie myocarditis HAVE BEEN
~ REPORTED (Time undefined) fn B, defioient Wistar
rates (Frenoh, 1963), while Valora and Fidanza
(7963 a) found (Historic fact) only minor histo-
logical changes in the Sprague Dawley strain.
(Cardiovascular Research, J, Brit. Med. Assoc.
London, 1979, Vol. 13, No. 9, p. 506)

The summarizing force of the Perfect of Experience (for

which see Millington-Ward'’s Use of Tenses) can be seen in:
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Almoet all the American ehildren whom I HAVE SEEN
tn Parie were living in an American milieu and
gotng to an Amerioan echool; it 1e through them
that I have received my impressions of the life-
ratmosphere of their age group in school and out-
etde tt, ' , . o .
(Ch%ldhood in Contemporary Sultures,‘p. 408.)

8imilarly:

ADQring World Ware I and II, sutdies correlating
blood volume changes with the ¢linical eigns of
shook HAVE BEEN CARRIED 0OUT,

(The American Journal of the Medical Sciences,
Vol. 215, p. 555; Lea and Febiger, Philadelphia
1948.) '

L}

Wrong.- The Present Perfect should be corrected to Past Tense
. ' - . :

because the past time reference is definite, and the wars

were finished long before the writing of the article text.

Alsos ' ' C
An analyeie of the cases of carcinoma of the lung
that HAVE COME to operation on the Chest Divieion
of Bellevue Hoepital between 71939 and February 7846
has, therefore, been made to help the physioctian
evaluate this disease more correctly.

Thie seriea of 70 oonsecutive cases of carcinoma
that HAVE BEEN EXPLORED surgically for removal
ocompoees 20% of all cases of carcinoma of the lung
that were seen on the Chest Divieion during thise
time. ... The 70 casee that came to operation in-
oluded all cases in which it waes felt that a reason-
able chance of succesa for resection of the careinoma
exiated. ) (Ib., p. 1)
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In the above example kave come should be changed to
came, and have been explored to were explored.

The use of the second Present ?erfect in the following
example may be explained by analogical attraction of the first
Present Perfect, which is used with summarizing fo;ce. The
second refers to details, and therefore should bg replaced by

the Past Tense:

... the skulls are all those of different eservants
I HAVE HAD who HAVE FAILED to do what I demanded.
(Andrew Lang: The Yellow Fairy Book)

It is highly instructive to observe the use of the two
tenses in longer contexts. The sequence of the tenses is not
always in agreement with the norms laid down in grammar books.
Ei.z

Variations in the effecte of endotoxin on the circula-
tion of different speciea WERE ,investigated by Kuida
and co-vorkera®8:2% (1958, 1961). They waVE sTUDIED
the effect of E. coli endotoxin on ... (Pathophysio-
logy of Endotoxin Shock by Fikri Alican etc. The Am.

J. of the Medical Sciences, Vol. 244, No. 2, 1962,
pp. 152, 157, 246)

Here were tnvestigated is considered a historlé fact;
the Present Perfect have eiudiad indicates that we stop here
temporarily, as this problem has special interest for us at
the present time. This is therefore the "framework Perfect",
How the problem was investigated is a matter of detailg after

this, and they are given in the Past Tense ("detail Past"):
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The responses of theee speocies WERE COMPARED with
thoese previously obeerved in the dog. ... However,
the early precipitous hypotention whioh oharacter-
tetioally ocourse in the dog WAS OBSERVED only 1in
the cat ... Pulmonary arterial pressure was also
elevated in the monkey and rabbit ...

The following example shows normal sequence:

Barnett, from our laboratory, in a series of ex-

. periments on dogs, HAS SHOWN that peritomeal fluid
which resulte from strangulation obetruction {e
toxic when injeoted into normal animale (a few mil.).

(1b.)

Note has shown ... ie. Normal sequence can be seen also

ins

4

He SHOWED that when appropriate antibiotice WERE
PLACED tneide a loop of etrangulated ileum, the re~
sulting fluid wae non-toxio.

. (1b.)

Notes ehowed ... was,

Deviation from normal sequence is seen in:
Davie and oco-workers  (1960) have noted that fol-
lowing intravenous injeotion of E. ocoli endotozin
in doge, total serotonin levels in the serum FELL

raptdly ...
(1b.)

Notes have noted ... fell, The normal sequence of
tenses would require either have noted ... fall or noted ...

fell, Yet the type of deviation seen here is so frequent
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that it seems to Se accepted standard in scientific lit-
erature, and is no doubt due to the influence of the frame-

work-and-details construction.

a/ "Been playing golf?"

"Yes." She flushed. "I suppose it seems rather
heartless to you. But as a matter of faot it got
me down rather, being here in this house. I felt
I muet go out and do something - tire myeself - or
I*d choke!" She spoke with intensity.

Poirot said quickly: "I comprehend, Mademoiselle *
It is most understandable - most natural. -

To 8it in this house and think - no, it would
not be pieaeant." ‘
"So long as you understand," said Jane shortly.

. "You belong to a olub?" '
"Yes, I play at Wentworth,"
"It HAS BEEN a pleasant day," said boirot. "Alae,
there are few leaves left on the trees now!
A week ago the woods were magnificent."
~"It WAS quite lovely today."

(Agatha Christie: Dead Man’s Mirror.)

Poirot means ‘the whole day up to now’ when he says
"It hae been a pleasant day." Jane thinks only of the earlier,
brighter part of the day when she was playing golf as she
says:s "It wae quite lovely today." . Also she thinks
of the day as an attending circumstance (weather, not time)
accompanying her games. l

Defective verbs are used in the Past Tense in sub-

ordinate clauses stead of the Present Perfect:

b/ The people I am staying with, Mr and Mra Jackson

and their son Peter, a young fellow of about my
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age, have been the essence of kindness. They have
done everything they COULD to make my vieit en-
Joyable. .
(c. E. Eckersleyx An Everyday English Course
for Foreign Students.)

’ Diffé:ent points of view ggplain the next éxample:
c/ On her way upstaire she met Aunt Iazsie, with bon-
net and shawl on. "Where HAVE you BEEN?" (up to
.now) she said. "I have been calZzng you for the
. last half-hour." .
"I DIDN’T HEAR you, ma’ am." (When you called me. )
"But wherg WERE you?" pereisted Miss Iszie "(when
" you couldn’t hear me). . '
"In.the library, reading," replied Katy. .
(Susan M. Coolidge: What Katy Did.)
. @ . -

The most baffling examples are those borderline cases
in which’ the choice of tenses depends on the point of vlew

or whim of the speaker, or on stylistic considerations, such

as the strlving for variety, as 1n the following textu

da/ Haha took the knife, put it tn his eleeve, and
went home.
"Good-evening, mother,"
"Good-evening, Hane. Where have you been?"
"Po Grethel’s.
"And what did you take to her?"
"I took nothing: ehe HAS GIVEN to me."
"And what DID ehe GIVE you?" '
"A knife,” eaid Hans. .
"And where HAVE you PUT Zt?"
"In my sleeve."
"Phen you have behaved foolishly again."
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Hans goes out again to take a job and the same scene re-
peats itself when he comes home to his mother, but now the

tenses are used differently:

Just as he reached home it (=the goat) wae euffocat-
ed. '
"Good-evening, mother."
"Good-evening, Hana. Where have you been?"
"To Grethel’." V
“"And what did you take to her?"
"I took nothing: she GAVE to me’. "
"And what did Grethel give you?"
"y goat."
"Where DID you (!) PUT it, Hane?"
"In my pocket."
. "There you acted stuptidly, Hans."

And the same kind of episode is repeated a third time in

the tale, with a different distribution of the tenses again:

"Good-~evening, mother."

"Good"evening,.ﬂana. Where have'you been?"

"To Grethel’s.”

“"And what HAVE you GIVEN her?"

"Nothing: she has given me something."

"What HAS Grethel GIVEN (!) you?"

"4 needle," said Hane.

"And where have you put it?"

"In the load of hay."

"Then you have behaved stupidly, Hane."
(Grimm’s Fairy Tales, Library of Classics.)

Similar variation of the two tenses can be seen in the following
example:s

The biosynthesis of ... has been studied intenetvely

by sucrose gradient centrifugation ...
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However, little attention hae been patd to ... .
The pathway for the intracellular transport of proteéin
.. hae been suggested mainly by radioautographic
studiee with the eleotron mforoeoopa. Theee studiee
HAVE SUGGESTED that nasocent proteines ... ars trans-
ferred to ... The veotorial disaharge of newly-form=-
ed protein from attached ritbosomee hae been etudied
biochemtoally in the liver and panoreaa. These
etudies SUGGESTED that the ... disoharge of ... was
direated toward ... The veotorial diecharge mediat-

. ed by puromycin has not bean atudied in thyrotid
miorosomes. The present atudy wae deaigned to
dooument the transfer process ...

(Endocrinology, Vol. 91, Nov. 1972, No. 5, P. 1307)

or in thiss

The formation of eteroid eulfates in the adrenal
oortex was shown by Wallace and Lieberman who found
that ... Ueing cell free systema .,. Migeon ...
could ehow ... Lebeu and Baulieu DEMONSTRATED ....
The existenoe of ... WAS INDICYTED by the work of.
Calvin and Lieberman. They FOUND that ... Peres-
Palacios et al. have reported that fetal adrenal ho-
mogenatee can !?-hydroxylate pregnenolone sulfate...
Injection bf cholesterol-7a-3H sulfate=38s tnto the
artertal supply of adrenal tumors {m humane resulted
tn ... These resulta suggeated that ... Similar
experimentes with normal subjeota, however, reesulted
tn ... Using mitochondrial preparations from bo-
vine adrenal cortex Roberts et al. and Young and Hall
HAVE POUND that cholesterol sulfate 18 converted to
pregnenolone sulfate,

(Endocrinology, Vol. 91, Oct., 1972, No. 4, p. 850)

It is easier to explain the tense usage in the following
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examples

Rodney turned and saw Aliné. "Barry HAS HAD an ao-:
oitdent, " he said., "Giles HAS GONE for a doctor. I
ATRIEp to telephone Pargatta}, but the exchange
doean’t anewer.

(Valentine Williams: Death Answers the Bell.)

Here the first two actions are not yet settled finaily.

Telephoning, however, is by:now out of the question..

There are cases in which the time 6% the past action is
not defined by words and the feault of the action is still
present, Tﬁe time of the action may be définite in the
speaker’s mind, but 1tvis nét exﬁressed, In such casés the
nearness br'recentness.of the acﬁion decides for the Perfect,

the remoteness of it for the Past Tense. Ex,s

His fipgér pushed hie sleeve clear of hia wrist-watoh.
"But it’e nearly eleven o‘a;oo&. My old man will be
looking for me. I LEFT my hat in the hall."

(1b.)

In this example the time of leaving thé hat' in the hall
ie somewhat remote from the moment of speaking. Some time has
passed between then and now. But if'aomeone walked into the
room now, the following conversation would be possibles

"Hello, Fred. It’s good you have come. But have
you no bag with you?"

"Yes, I have. But I (HAVE) LEFT <t in the hall.

In the sentence:
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Don’t you want to see the Christmas cards that
CAME today?
(Walt Disney’s comics and stories, January, No.
208)

we have a case of remoteness: "earlier in the day", not Jjust
now.

With adverbs of partly past time sgch as today, thie
morning, etc. 1t4is possible to use eithér the Present Per-
fect or the Past because part of today eéc. is past, part of
it present‘and future. In such cases usually the nearness or
remoteness of tﬂ; action or the consideration of preeeng or

future possibility decides. Examples:

* Criminal charges WERE ANNOUNCED today against the
West German manufaoturere of thalidemide - the drug
blamed for the birthe of thousands of deformed ba-
bies in .the early 1960s.

(Morning Star, March 15, 1967, p. S)

Tens of thousands of alogan-chanting supporters of
Mao Tese-tung TOOK to the streets of Peking today.
(1b.)

"I READ this week that Borie had flown to England
with the MI-10 helicopter,"” said Mr. Sofinsky, "so
I CAME DOWN from London to meet him." '

(1b. p. 3)

When the completedness of an action has to be expressed
without reference to any definite past time, the Present Per-

fect is correct, as in the sentence:
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That’s a nice thing to do when your friend’s BEEN
MURDERED only the day before.
(Agatha Christie: Murder in the Mews.)

This is said in connection with a concrete case that is
known ﬁo both the speaker and the heareﬁk which s;tuation nor-
‘mally requires the Past Tense; but here ﬁhe bpeqker generalizes
the situation, i.e. he makes the time inéependent of the con-
crete casé of murder. This is why. he useé - correétly - the
Present Pé;fect.

A The sequence of.tenses is not observed when a past action

still has influence on the present state of things:

Almost as an aside, he ANNOUNCED that he HAS accept-
" ed an invitation to viait Moscow from February 21-

+

24 next year. -
(Daily worker, Dec. 22, 1965, p. 1)

The invitation still stands, is still valid, the visit

has not yet been carried out.

Just as negotiations were reaching a conclusion in
the London bus dispute, Mr. Brown has jumped in and
blown everything up again.

(Daily Worker, Feb. 26, 1966, p. 1)

The adverbial clause defines a past time here, so the
Present Perfect tenses are wrong; they should be replaced by
Past tenses. However, the present state of things as a result
of Mr, Brown'’s actions is foremost in the speaker’s (writer’s)
mind; this explains, though it does not justify, his choice of

tense.
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The Present Perfect is wrongly used in the next example
alsos
Whereae at the last two conferences this hae been
the central feature, this year the foreign policy
and defence resolutions were ruthlesely pushed to

the back of the queue.
(Daily Worker, Oct. 6, 1962, p. 1’

" At the last two conferences is an adverbial phrase of
definite éﬁst time; consequently Past Telise shou}d be used
with it. The Present Perfect would be all right if we made
thé time adverb indefinite by changing it to at two confer-
encee with "so far" understood. Yet even witﬁ this indefinite
adverb phrase (at two conferences) the speaker may not think
of summarizing up to now ("so far"), but haQe‘two definite
occasions and their circumstances in mind. In this latter
" case he may use‘tﬁe Past Tense correctly. Therefore the fol-
lowing versions are correct: ‘ ‘

a/ Whereas at the last two cohférences this Qas

b/ Whereas at two conferences this has been

c/ Whereas at two conferences this was.
More excusable is the following use:

"I can’t make you euch handeome presents, Joseph,"
continued his sister, "but while I was at echool, I
HAVE EMBROIDERED for you a very beautiful pair of
braces. " .

(Thackeray: Vanity Fair.)

While I wae at school is an adverbial clause of definite

past time, so it requires the Past Tense alsp in the principal
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clause. However, the speaker probably thinks of her time spent
at school as a period lasting practically until now, finishing
now. Tﬁia is why she says I have embroidered. The adverbial
clause of £1me, dn the other hand, is, as a rule, in the Past
Tense when the reference is to time before the prgsent, i.e.
past time, _

- Owing to analogy with constructions like We have often
sgen him recently (i.é. recently combined with the Present
Pérfect té.denote the latest period of time till now) and
We haven’t seen him since Christmas or Since theﬁ he has been
with us (i.e. since combined with the Present Perfect to
denote a peri&d lasting from a past point of ti@e till now),
ain&g and recently are not 1nfrequentiy combined with the
Present Perfect even wﬁen they do not indicate a period reach-
ing the present, but some past point of time, which should
préperly.be expreséed by the Past Tense. 4go also indicates a
past point of time and should be used with the Past Tense,
but ‘as the speaker often thinks of the:time elapsed since
theﬁ till now, he hay‘uee v— though indorrectly - the
Preseht Perfect. The mistake is more excusable when the period
is not only'undeiatood, but also expressgd in words beside ago.

This 1s illustrated by the following exampless

It’s a long time aince we’VE SEEN those men.

(Morning Star, Oct. 8, 1966, p. 5)

This should be corrected to: It’s a long time since (that oc-

casion in the past when) we SAW those men.
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I’m sure it’s a month or more 8ince the last time
I’VE SEEN him.
(Crofts:. The Groote Park Murder.)

" This should be corrected to since the last time .I SAW

him, Here are some more examples which belong in this

category:

He HAS RIDDEN forward an hour or more ago.
~ (Rider Haggard: Swallow)

The author presents.a eeries of researches whioh
HAVE BEEN INITIATED three yeare ago, and which
have been progressing since then in'the fteld..
(La Rgﬁue de Géographie de Montréal, Vol. XXIV -
No. 1 - 1970, p. 65) ’ :

The extent oan'"broad a' among the-American dialecote
i8 veiy restricted and, even then, quite inconsistent.
The struggle for its perpetuation HAS BEEN GIVEN UP
long ago, although it has not lost face in areas
where it was onoe original...

(Carroll E. Reed: Dialects of American English.)

Recently when I’VE SEEN him he seemed to have a
haunted look ...
(The Sunday Times Magazine, Nov. 6, 1966, p. 29)

The adverbial clause of time indicates definite past

time; consequently its verb should be in the Past Tense.

Because of its summarizing force, the Present Perfect
is sometimes used in spite of the fact that the time indicated

is entirely in the past:
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From 1954 up to 1965, approximately sixty apartment
buildings, totaling eome 1 §00 dwelling unite,
HAVE BEEN COMPLETED.
(La Revue de Géographie de Montréal, Vol XX1IV =~
No. 1 - 1970, p. 55)

" Note that this was written in 1970 or 1969, but certainly
later than 1965. This is clear from the whole of the artigle,
thérefore:the Past Tense should have been used: were complet-
ed. _ o l
. | The ‘same type of mistake 1is 111ustfated by the next
_exaﬁpléx .

In the 20 years preceding September, 1945, there
'HAVE BEEN OBSERVED at the Mayo Clinic 38 patients
who preaéntad‘theieyndroﬁe of spontaneous hypo-
glybemia..- ' o ' T
(Surgery, Gynecology and Obstetrics, Vol. 85,
1947, p. 495) '

In the following example we can seen a strange mixture
ot tensea and wrong use of the Present Perfect. The text is
ahout a rescue operation in a cave. It 19 important to note

thah the report was not given 1mmed1ate1y after the rescue.

We had to drag her through narrow passage-waye,
and sometimes we had to hold her vertically to
negotiate cornere. At times she HAS BEEN almost
ocompletely SUBMERGED in water, but she HAS never
COMPLAINED, She HAS BEEN JOKING with us - and
even telling ue to pull faster.

(paily Worker, Nov. 15, 1965, p. 2)
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All the Present Perfect tenses in the last example
should be replaced by Past tenses.

On the other hand, sometimes a period reaching the
present is indicated, but the verb is put in the Paét Tense.
Thé following text follows the reappearance of somebody

thought dead:

T71ll now they WERE resigned. Now they will suffer.
(Agatha Christie: Ordeal by Innocence.) -

correct this to: have been.

Now let us examine what influence adjectives and adverbs

have on the use of the two tenses.

The use of the Present Perfect is correct ini

In Moszambique long range rocketa HAVE BEEN USED
againat army positions in the last month,
(The Guardian Weekly, June 9, 1973, p. 7)

This is correct.

In the last month is the last period of four weeks teachinq
the present. The phrase last month would denote the preceding
calendar month which may have ended several days ago, 1;e.
not now, but in the past, and therefore would require the Past
Tense.

Millington=Ward in The Use of Tenses writess "Recently,
lately, etc., having a suggestion of proximity to the pres-
ent, are not regarded as adverbs of completely past time and

are therefore permitted with this use of the Present Perﬁect.
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On the other hand, because they are (at least partly) past in
neaning,” they are also used‘with'the Past Oréinary."
Reaéntl&lcan mean either (1) lately (in the period up to
now), or (2) not long ago (4n the past). Quite logically the
first meaning requires the Present Perfect, the second the

Past Tense. Here 'are examples with recenﬂly: '

Reaentiy,'tmo stmilar substrates ... HAVE BEEN USED
to determine amylase activity.
(Clinical Chemistry, Vol. 16, No. 1,'1970. p. 32)

Here the Present Perfect with reoently may refer to a pe~
riods the last section of time up to now, i.e. reaching the

present, The next example is different.

.

. Exton et al. recently STUDIED ves
" (Endocrinology,. Vol. 91, No. 3, Sept. 1972, p. 6€87)

_ Hefe the ﬁeaning of recently is4"AE a certain point of
time not long ago". ‘ o

' The last two examples follow the above—mentioned logical
rule,based on the two meanings of reoently. This adverb, how-
eQer, is not very definite in its reference; it is rather Qague
to the hearer er reader, but 1f the time referred to is defin-
'_ite and prominent in the speaker’s ﬁind, he will use the Past
'.Tehse; together with the second ﬁeaning of recently, and the
Present Perfect if he feels that the time he is referring to
is somewhat vague, or elee if he wants to refer to the time

" only vaguely. Also, facts with merely historic interest or
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mentioned as details, with no emphasis on importance, are
expressed by the Past Tense, while emphasized importance for

" the preserit conditions requires the Present Perfect. Ex.:

A study of ,.. HAS BEEN REPORTED recently.
(Ib., p. 675)

Recently, we STUDIED a chronic .alcoholic patient,
who ...
(The J. of Clinical Investigati on Apr. 1963,
Vol. 42)

We réqently REPORTED an example of the latter.
(Cellular Immunology, Vol. 45, No. 1, June 1979,

p. 188)
We recently OBSERVED that ... (1b.) ,
Recently, we HAVE SHOWN that .,,  (Ib., p. 199)

Although until recently is not until now, not until the
'preaent, it is found with both tenses. This is probably due to

the dual tense usage with recently, as‘exﬁiained above. Ex.

Until quite recently good deaién in lamps and
lampshades MEANT astronomical prices.
(Morning Star, Aug. 6, 1969 or Aug. 23, 1967)

Until reocently, we Finne WERE so buey produoing the
bare necessifties that we oould not afford to epend
time on grace and artistry. Now we have the time,
and we are not fettered by the past.
(National Geographic, May, 1968, Vol. 133, No. S,
p. 595)
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Until recently most of thie air travel HAS BEEN ar-
ranged through oontracts with private air ocharter
companiesg. )

(Morning Star, March 15, 1967, p. 5.)

Until recently the prevatling view HAS BEEN that
the tnitial change t8 a dépreapion of bone marrow
funatioh ces

(Cecil and Loeb: A Textbook: of Medicine, p. 1228)

Simiiarly. until thie hour, referring to the présent, oc=

curs in ﬂéggard's‘novel Swallow: combined with the Past Tense:

voe but you have not seen us talking together, for
until thie hour we never MET. :
(R. Haggard: 8wa1;ow)

This can only be explained, or excused, by the emphatic

use of. the adverb never, mentioned earlier in this paper.

It i1s of interest to quote an exﬁmple using the adverb

previously: , :

Portions of the results HAVE previously BEEN RE-
PORTED in an abstraot..
(Endocrinology, Vol. 91, 1972, No. 4, p. 891)

Evidence HAS BEEN PRESENTED previously that...
In the preceding paper, the authors HAVE DESCRIBED
that there wae a paralleliem in the action of arginine
and histidine.

(Endocrinology, Vol. 91, No. 3, 1972, p. 694)

Adjectives denoting nearness or remoteness in time or
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space, such aa this, that, present, recent, previous, preceding,

do not exclude the use of either tense. Examples:

In thie paper, we HAVE USED animals pretreated with...
(Cellular Immunology, Vol. 45, No. 1, 1979, p. 185)
In thta etudy, we HAVE EXAMINED 22 dszerent mouee

atrains for...
~ (Ib., p. 190) .

'In the present in vivo etudy we, EXAMINED the ability
ofees ’ ' ' ~
(Ib., p. 175)
The object of the present work H%S to znveatigata
the effeot of... '
(1b., p. 168)
In the present paper, we INVESTIGATED,..
(Ib- "p' 61)

-In the present studies, we HAVE' UTILIZED...
(1b., p. 109) "
In the preeent etudzaa, we HAVE INVESTIGATED the
role of...
(Ib., p. 117)

In a previous work we HAVE DEMONSTRATED that...
In the present work, we HAVE STUDIED the testtocular

effeoct of... .
(Endocrinology, Vol. 91, 1972, No. 5, p. 1321)

In a previoue paper, we DEMONSTRATED that...
(Cellular Immunology, Vol. 45, No. 1, 1979,
p. 61)
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Recent etudies ... HAVE SUGGESTED ... that ...
We HAVE ATTEMPTED to extend these studiees by exploring...
(Ib., p. 143)

A previous report from our laboratory HAS DESCRIBED...
(Endocrinology, Vol. 91, No. 4, 1972, p. 1071)

Previous studies HAVE SUGGESTED thab...
(Ib., p. 1067)

In this last example we seé (a) importance for the
present, (b) summerizing, and (c) indefinite time. All these

factors require the Present Perfect.

In the present experiment we HAVE EXAMINED the

sensitivity of... In addition, we HAVE ASSAYED

gerum FSH and LH. ‘

The results demonstrated that diabetic animals

had sufficient levels of airouldting gonadotropins.,.
(Endocrinology, Vol. 91, No. 5, Nov. 1972, p. 1172)

In thé above example the Present Pérfect Tenses have ex-
amined, have assayed have summarizing force, and as such,. they
constitute the "framework", whereas demonstrated and had refer
to details.

The summarizing Present Perfect, often identical with

the framework Perfect, can be seen in the following exampless

Kagawa and Pappo initially found only minor alocor-
titeoid aotivity ... Birmingham et al. ... found ...

and Porter noted ... Some in vitro studies HAVE .
SHOWN ... De Nicola found ... and Vecsei found ...
Other workers HAVE FOUND ... Brownie and Skelton

noted reduced conversion to corticosterone...
(Ib., p. 1170)
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A normal ... response ... was observed by Shipley
and Danely ... However, other workers HAVE
REPORTED that ovarian responses to gonadotropine
were distincly reduced in diabetic rats when com-
pared to normal controls, In the present experiment
we have examined the sensitivity of ... In addition,
we have assayed eserum FSH and LH. The results demon-
etrated that diabetio animals Rad sufficient levels
of eiroulating gonadotropins ...

(Ib., p. 1172)

An important fact to note 13, that’ though the action of
the verbs in the main clause and the subordinate clause
takes place in the same period of time, the verb of the
main clause is put in the Present Perfect to denote.a period
reaching the present, but the verb of the subordinate clause

is put in the Past Tense. E.g.:

f’ve albaya regarded bunk beds as a boon to most
households for a number of reagong. .., Up to now,
one of the drawbacks HAS BEEN that most of them
WERE a bit on the short side, based on an average
ohild’a length, as well as being a bit narrower than
the standard single 2 ft 6 in width.
(Mornihg Star, Jan. 20, 1968)

-The people I am staying with, Mr and Mre Jackseon
and their son, a young fellow of about my own age,
have been the essence of kindness. They have done
everything they could to make my visit enjoyable.

(C.E. Eckersley: An Everyday English Course for
Foreign Students.)

Although a period connected with the present time or sit-
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uation is normally expressed with the Present Perfect, the use

of the Present Tense 1s also found. E.g.:

Since then it turns out that the Italian gent in
question has actually lived in England for 1§
years ...

(Morning Star, Aug. 26, 1967, p. 3)

I feel since then that I am in the know.
(rgatha Christie: Dead Man’s Mirror)

~ What brings you to the clinic today?-
- I’m just feeling real tired lately.
(Special English, Medicine)

- How i8 the patient doing?-
* = He’s responding well to therapy since yesterday.
(Ib., Book 2, p. 36)

"= Have you noticed that your vision is any worse
lately? '
(Ib., Book 3, p. 3) .o

The. explanation of this use of the Present is that the
speaker emphasizes preéentness of the situation, rather than
the gxact lepgth of the period 1mplied} Of course, in the lat-
ter case the Present Perfect would be used. Thus this is a
question of the speaker’s intention or feeling.

The Present Tense is idiomatic and normal with the
éhrase it 28 ... (name of period)... since, though logically

the Present Perfect dught to be applied. Ex.:

It IS nearly two months stnce J.Y. joined the
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roll of Americane who have been murdered because...
(Morning Star, Oct. 26, 1967, p. 5)

It is evident that this means that It hae been two monthe
einoe ..., because two monthe have passed since...
The Present instead of the Present ?erfect'ts used also

in rhetdorical questions. E.g.3

"Since when ... . DO you, ALLOV your reportera
"to say,... Since when IS "that" rather than "who”
permisaible in referring to peraona?"
(Theodore M. Bernstein: Miss Thistlebottom’s
Hobgoblins, Farrar, Straus and Giraux, New York.)

In spite of the real sequence of events, the eﬁrlief
event, 1f the speﬁkei wants to refer to the preaént aitu¥
ation or present 1mportance of the event, is expressed in
the Present Perfect (1nstead of the Past Perfect) Deviation.
fxom the rules 6f the sequence of tenses 1is common when _ _
referehce is made to present siﬁuatioﬁto;ﬁimportance. In such
a casp the tense of the verb in the object clause is made -

- independent of the tense of the main clauses

Hello, Dr., Black. I’m sure the nu}ae TOLD you what
HAS HAPPENED. '
(Special English, Medicine, Book 2, p. 53)

But it was not long before he discovered that the
area of musio information - ite documentation, alag-
sification and cataloguing - HAS BEEN eadly
NEGLECTED., He sees it as a problem that neede work-~

ing on. And 8o he i8 working on it...
(Current Contents, Clinical Practice, Nov. 1lO.,
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1975, Vol. 3, No. 45, p. 5) published by ISI
(Institute for Scientific Information, 325
Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Penn. 19106)

It is true that up to the time of the discoyery of the
neglect, music information had been neglepted,‘i but that
would mean that the neglect finished there - which is not
ttue. The problem of neglect is not yet solved, as it is still
"q problem that neada working on,"” The continuation of the
ptoblem from the past into the present can be expreased only
by the Present Perfect. This is°thus an easily justifiable
case. On the other hand, there is nothing to jugtify the use

of the Present Perfect in the following example:

’

Who was 1t who buried the Oak Island treasure?
What wae the treasure? What signe or evidence
HAD LED him to dig where no one HAS ever DUG
before? o

(Esquire, 1973, p. 85)

This should be properlys What ... led him .,. had ever
dug before.

SUMMARY

The _aim of the present paper is to point out some defi-
ciencies in the explanations of grammar books, to throw more
light upon the evident and the hidden criteria éetermininq
the use of the tenses in question, and to analyze and psycho-
logically explain deviant uses, in which connection the sus-
picion may arise that the established rules are beginning to

break down - unless these uses are occasional lapses, It is



SCa-ats. AN =T o T Y T . e

- 110 ~

remarkable, however, that they ocaur not only in

nadtan, but also British English,

US and Ca~
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