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Syrian-Lebanese Immigrants and their Descendants in Brazilian Politics from the First
World War to the Present Day

From 1880 until Gettlio Vargas came to power, a significant number of Arab immigrants came to
Brazil from the Ottoman Empire, mainly from the area of the Lebanon Mountains and Syria. The
first generation of Syrian-Lebanese immigrants did not play a prominent role in Brazilian politics
until the period between the two world wars. The Arab diaspora was primarily interested in
events in their homeland (the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire, aspirations for independence
in Syria, etc.). Thanks to the political changes that took place in Brazil, an increased number the
highly educated descendants of immigrants chose a political career. Nowadays, compared to its
size, the community is overrepresented in Brazilian public life. Fernando Haddad, for example, is
currently the Minister of Finance of the left-wing government led by the Workers' Party (PT). The
purpose of the presentation is to show how the Arab diaspora living in Brazil gained more and
more political influence, and what impact the Syrian-Lebanese community has on the country's
current foreign policy and its relations with Arab countries.
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Abstract in Hungarian (Presentation Language):

Sziriai-libanoni bevandorldk és leszarmazottaik a brazil politikaban az els6 vilaghaborutdl
napjainkig

1880-t6l Getulio Vargas hatalomra jutdsaig Brazilidba jelent6s szdmu arab bevandorl6 érkezett az
Oszman Birodalombdl, els6sorban a Libanoni-hegység tertiletérdl, illetve Sziriabol. A sziriai-
libanoni bevandorlok els6 generacioja nem jatszott kiemelked6 szerepet a brazil belpolitikaban,
az arab diaszpérat a két vilaghabord kozti id6szakig els6sorban a sziil6foldjiikon torténd
események kototték le (Oszman Birodalom szétesése, fliggetlenségi torekvések Sziridban stb.). A
bevandorlék leszarmazottai, képzettségiiknek, illetve a brazil belpolitikdban végbement
rendszerszint(i valtozasoknak koszonhet6en, mar egyre nagyobb szamban valasztottak a politikai
palyat. A kozosség 1étszamahoz képest napjainkban feliilreprezentalt a brazil kozéletben,
Fernando Haddad példaul jelenleg is a munkasparti kormany pénziigyminisztere. Az el6adas célja
bemutatni hogyan tett szert a Braziliaban él6 arab diaszpoéra egyre nagyobb politikai befolyasra
és ennek milyen hatasa lett az orszag kiilpolitikajara és az arab orszagokkal val6 kapcsolatara.
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