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Political War and Ideological Conflict in South America

It is stated that Political War is as old as war itself. The evidence of this is in the book “On Political
Warfare”, written by Paul A. Smith Jr., who, based on the conceptualization of the nature of
Political Warfare, makes a historical journey from ancient times to the present day. Broadly
speaking, political warfare includes actions that combine acts of violence, disinformation, cyber
and intelligence operations, economic pressure, subversion, diplomacy, propaganda and
psychological warfare, which governments or other international actors can use to shift the
balance of power to their favour, without directly confronting them through the use of military
means.

In South America, since 1990 to the present day, an ideological conflict has developed in which
left-wing political parties and extreme insurrectional movements related to those political
organizations, under the umbrella of the Sao Paulo Forum, participate. The strategies used obey
ideas linked to Political War, which demonstrates the validity of a form of war that allows
achieving objectives with minimal use of lethal force.
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Abstract in Spanish (Presentation Language):

Guerra Politica y Conflicto Ideoldgico en América del Sur

Se afirma que la Guerra Politica es tan antigua como la guerra misma. La evidencia de ello esta en
el libro “Sobre la Guerra Politica”, escrito por Paul A. Smith Jr., quién a partir de la
conceptualizacién de la naturaleza de la Guerra Politica, hace un recorrido histérico desde la
antigiiedad hasta nuestros dias. En términos generales, la guerra politica incluye acciones que
combinan actos de violencia, desinformacidn, operaciones cibernéticas y de inteligencia, presion
econdmica, subversion, diplomacia, propaganda y guerra psicoldgica, que gobiernos u otros
actores internacionales pueden utilizar para cambiar el equilibrio de poder a su favor, sin
enfrentarse directamente mediante el uso de medios militares.

En América del Sur, desde 1990 a nuestros dias se ha desarrollado un conflicto ideolégico en el
que partidos politicos de izquierda y movimientos insurreccionales extremos afines a dichas
organizaciones politicas, bajo el paraguas del Foro de Sao Paulo, participan. Las estrategias
utilizadas obedecen a ideas vinculadas a la Guerra Politica, lo que demuestra la vigencia de una
forma de guerra que permite alcanzar objetivos con minimo uso de la fuerza letal.
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