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On Understanding the Phenomenon of Totalitarianism in Post-Cold War Latin America

This paper will deal with the problem of the study of totalitarianism in Latin America, a
phenomenon that over time ceased to be refer solely to European fascism, extending, mostly after
1989, to various experiences of communist motivation recorded in the context of the Cold War
and post-Cold War period in the Latin American subregion (Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela). As
will be seen, the regional notion of the totalitarian experience continues to be the subject of
interesting adjustments, without being today the subject of concern or discussion among an
important sector of the regional intellectuals, who would prefer to look the other way rather than
judge the practices and excesses of a totalitarian nature that oxygenate such regimes.
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Abstract in Spanish (Presentation Language):

Sobre la comprension del fendmeno del totalitarismo en la posguerra fria
latinoamericana

Esta ponencia se ocupara del problema del estudio del totalitarismo en el ambito latinoamericano,
un fené6meno que con el paso del tiempo dejé de estar referido inicamente al fascismo europeo,
extendiéndose, mayormente después de 1989, sobre diversas experiencias de motivacion
comunista registradas en el marco de la guerra y posguerra fria en la subregién latinoamericana
(Cuba, Nicaragua y Venezuela). Como igualmente se apreciard, la nocién regional de la experiencia
totalitaria sigue siendo objeto de interesantes ajustes, sin que hoy en dia sea objeto de
preocupacion o discusion entre un sector importante de la intelectualidad regional, la cual
prefiriera mirar a otro lado antes que juzgar las practicas y excesos de naturaleza totalitaria que
oxigenan tales regimenes.
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