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(RE)VISITING GODDEN'S INDIA: COLONIAL AND FEMALE
SPACES IN BLACK NARCISSUS

Kulesszavak: postcolonial; ecocritical; Rumer Godden; landscape; British India

The paper examines how the Indian people, landscape and spaces mentioned in the
novel Black Narcissus (1939) resist, challenge, and eventually defeat the reforming
mission of the English nuns who travel to the Himalayas to set up a Convent school
community. The nuns’ mission is representative of the imperial agenda to subjugate
the Indian land and its people. The paper further explores how Godden subverts tra-
ditional colonial narratives about women and colonised peoples through alternative
representations of the local people and their landscape, highlighting their resilience
to imperial rule. The discussion concludes with highlighting Godden’s unique con-
tribution to the Oriental discourse by her writing back about India.
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