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This paper examines the powerful and ambiguous roles of mother figures in fairy
tales, with a particular focus on two tales from Angela Carter’s subversive collection,
The Bloody Chamber and Other Stories. Chapters one and two contextualise the
evolution of the fairy tale genre, the emergence of subversive voices, and exam-
ine Carter’s strategies in rewriting canonical tales and her approach to variations of
the archetypal mother figure. Chapter three focuses on the two traditional mother
figures portrayed in the fairy tales of the Brothers Grimm, and on the ways in which
their absent, good mothers and wicked stepmothers contribute to the promotion
of the patriarchal ideology. The final chapter analyses how Carter challenges the
Grimms' agenda through her rewritten mother figures in the “The Snow Child” and
“The Bloody Chamber”. This study aims to offer a contribution to the question of
mother figures’ role in shaping the heroine’s character and journey.
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