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THE JOURNEY OF TWO HEROINES – A COMPARISON 
BETWEEN LEWIS CARROLL AND YUU WATASE’S ALICE
Kulcsszavak: hős útja, fantasy irodalom, mitológia

The following paper aims to analyze and compare the representations and the jour-
ney of the heroine in the works of Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
and the Japanese shoujo manga written by Yuu Watase, Alice 19th. For my compar-
ison, I have chosen the above-mentioned Wonderland-inspired manga, which por-
trays the life of a shy high school student named Alice Seno. The heroine’s encounter 
with a mysterious white rabbit (named Nyozeka) starts the storyline and bestows her 
with unusual magical power. The conflict of the manga centers around the heroine’s 
timidity and faint-heartedness up until the point at which she accepts her role as a 
chosen Lotis Master and matures with the aid of her friend and mentor, the White 
Rabbit.

The analysis involves the use of the comparative method along Joseph Camp-
bell, Arnold van Gennep, and Victor Turner’s theories referring to the path of the 
hero, and it also develops conclusions based on exploring dissimilarities. Thus, 
overall, this paper connects Lewis Carroll’s fascinating magic mix and Yuu Watase’s 
enigmatic work.
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ANGELA CARTER IN A SUBVERSIVE DIALOGUE WITH THE 
BROTHERS GRIMM: THE POWERFUL AND AMBIGUOUS 
ROLE OF MOTHER FIGURES IN FAIRY TALES
Kulcsszavak: adaptations; archetypal women; post-structuralism; Gothic

This paper examines the powerful and ambiguous roles of mother figures in fairy 
tales, with a particular focus on two tales from Angela Carter’s subversive collection, 
The Bloody Chamber and Other Stories. Chapters one and two contextualise the 
evolution of the fairy tale genre, the emergence of subversive voices, and exam-
ine Carter’s strategies in rewriting canonical tales and her approach to variations of 
the archetypal mother figure. Chapter three focuses on the two traditional mother 
figures portrayed in the fairy tales of the Brothers Grimm, and on the ways in which 
their absent, good mothers and wicked stepmothers contribute to the promotion 
of the patriarchal ideology. The final chapter analyses how Carter challenges the 
Grimms’ agenda through her rewritten mother figures in the “The Snow Child” and 
“The Bloody Chamber”. This study aims to offer a contribution to the question of 
mother figures’ role in shaping the heroine’s character and journey.
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