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THE METAMORPHOSIS OF THE HEROES – AN 
INTERTEXTUAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF MEG CABOT’S 
ABANDON TRILOGY
Kulcsszavak: intertextuality; metamorphosis; hero; heroine; journey

According to Julia Kristeva, literary works belong to an aesthetic timeline. Art and 
within it, literature in a narrower sense, is a dynamic dimension, a living and chang-
ing system, in which every piece has its own unique, but also similar elements. This is 
what we should call the togetherness of universal art, that is intertextuality. (1986, 36).

Relying on Kristeva and Genette’s concepts on the cross-textual features of litera-
ture, in the present paper I would like to examine Meg Cabot’s trilogy entitled Aban-
don and map the possible relations between her texts and the ancient Orphic myth 
and Dante’s epic poem Divine Comedy. My main attempt is to carry out an in-depth 
analysis of the route and metamorphosis of Cabot’s protagonists and explain the 
importance of intertextuality in relation to character development, sacrifice, fate, 
purpose and free will. Besides the intertextual features, the paper makes use of the 
feminist view upon the fate of female individuals. While focusing on both the hero 
and the heroine, breaking stereotypes and presenting a new interpretation of this 
heritage, we shall be able to see how easily roles can change and be reshaped, yet 
the link between old and new is still recognizable. 
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GRIEF IN 19TH-CENTURY AMERICAN POETRY
Kulcsszavak: 19. század; amerikai irodalom; irodalomelmélet; verselemzés; gyász

The topic of bereavement and grief is a significant and recurring issue in life and 
literature as well, although some periods and societies allow for a more open and 
honest expression and examination of the grieving process. This paper explores 
four 19th-century poems from four different authors, varying in popularity, viewpoint 
and technique to showcase the diversity of attitudes towards mourning and grief in 
this period. The poems selected, in order of appearance, are “The Raven” by Edgar 
Allan Poe, “The Winter of Life” by Mary Dow Brine, “I Felt a Funeral, in my Brain” by 
Emily Dickinson, and “At the Funeral of a Minor Poet” by Thomas Bailey Aldrich. This 
paper will attempt to shed light on how the literary texts transmit emotions and atti-
tudes to the reader by relying on affective language, as well as answer the question 
of whether contemporaneous depictions of grief are alike. The poems were ana-
lysed from an affect science perspective, using the Patrick Colm Hogan’s Literature 
and Emotion and Margaret Wetherell’s Affect and Emotion to help define the role 
of affect in literature. Elizabeth Kübler-Ross’ five stage grieving model defined in On 
Grief and Grieving and On Death and Dying and the American Psychology Associ-
ation’s 2002 study titled Resilience to Loss and Chronic Grief provided significant 
help in recognising and categorising the grieving process represented in the given 
works. As we will see in the following paper, the 19th century was an outstanding 
period for diverse and unashamed depictions of bereavement. Perhaps the reason 
for this is the attitude towards the idea of grief best expressed by Edgar Allan Poe: 
“that sorrow which the living love to cherish for the dead” This idea reflects a pecu-
liar attachment to and appreciation of the past. Reading these poems can give us a 
crutch, a guidance in how to process our own traumas related to loss.
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