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THE MIRROR OF INNOCENCE IN HENRY JAMES’S THE 
TURN OF THE SCREW 
Kulcsszavak: mirror, reflection, perception, interpretation, innocence

Several multidisciplinary approaches—literary, psychoanalytic, and philosophical—
shed light on the diverse ways readers interpret The Turn of the Screw. However, 
these perspectives often appear fragmented, coming across as a collection of dis-
parate assertions rather than unified by a cohesive motif. This fragmentation high-
lights the need for a more focused, in-depth study to bridge these interpretations. 
This study aims to explore how the mirror motif can offer a bridge between dif-
ferent readings, even allowing contradictory parts to fit by relying on connecting 
concepts. Previous research, by Shoshana Felman, for example, offers a psychoan-
alytical insight, based on Edmund Wilson’s „Freudian reading” of The Turn of the 
Screw. The title of the chapter, “Henry James: Madness and the Risks of Practice 
(Turning the Screw of Interpretation),” presents that she has decided on the govern-
ess’s madness, even though the novella is often highlighted among others due to 
its ambiguity on many aspects—some that Felman discusses, like how the reader is 
left with questions and those can lead them to madness. However, Freud’s theory 
on the uncanny (Das Unheimliche) could be applied to the children and not just 
the governess or the ghosts. By looking at the character of the children as possible 
mirrors of the governess’s personality, this paper wishes to investigate the possible 
expansions of interpretations. In my paper, I intend to examine the narration, the 
connection between the mirror and the theme of innocence—and how it changes 
depending on the observer—the duality of innocence and corruption, and the rela-
tionship between reality and fiction through distortion. I aim to develop the various 
concepts through the three scenes: the part, where the governess faces a full-length 
mirror for the first time, another scene where she is looking out the window and 
Quint looks back at her and finally, when she is at the lake and catches sight of Miss 
Jessel. All three encounters offer different insights into the mental state of the gov-
erness: repression, paranoia and hysteria. This structure also allows the introduction 
of correlating concepts such as innocence, femininity, or authority.
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DISNEY’S ZOOTOPIA: RACIAL BIASES IN POST-RACIAL 
AMERICA
Kulcsszavak: rasszizmus; Egyesült Államok társadalmi kérdései; Disney animáció; Zootopia; 
Zootropolis

Walt Disney Pictures’ 2016 animated feature film Zootopia (titled Zootropolis in Hun-
gary) is set in a fictional world where animals have evolved above the duality of 
predator and prey and now live together in harmony. As a pretence of a post-racial 
society, the American Dream of equal opportunity prevails: anyone can become 
anything in the titular city.

However, analysing Zootopia as a social record of American attitudes to racism 
in the 2010s and the apparent instances of racial biases, the paper contends that 
instead of presenting a utopia, the film cleverly challenges the liberal concept of 
post-racial America through its relatable animal characters. The paper’s structure 
leans on Camara Phyllis Jones’s theoretical framework for understanding racism on 
three levels and will explore examples of institutionalised, personally mediated, and 
internalised racism in the film. This analysis reveals that despite the progress made, 
deeply ingrained racial prejudices still exist and can influence one’s interactions and 
opportunities. The film’s thought-provoking commentary notwithstanding, Zootopia 
acknowledges the aspiration to the ideal of post-racial America.
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