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BEYOND LINGUISTIC BORDERS: EXPLORING CODE-
SWITCHING AMONG IGBO BILINGUALS
Kulcsszavak: code-switching; bilingualism; nativization; sociolinguistics; Igbo-English

This study investigates the linguistic complexities and sociocultural dynamics of 
code-switching among Igbo-English bilinguals in Nigeria. It seeks to answer the 
research question: How does code-switching between Igbo and English reflect 
linguistic and sociocultural dynamics, and contribute to the nativization and evo-
lution of language in post-colonial, multilingual settings, specifically in the Igbo 
linguistic environment? The study also examines Igbo bilinguals’ attitudes towards 
code-switching behaviours and its implications for cultural identity. Guided by 
Kachru’s Nativization Hypothesis, this mixed-methods research employs qualita-
tive and quantitative approaches, including pre-recorded interviews and question-
naires. Findings reveal systematic patterns in code-switching, such as shared syntac-
tic structures and verb conjugations, and emphasise how this practice facilitates the 
integration of English into the local linguistic context. Participants generally perceive 
code-switching positively, associating it with linguistic adaptability and sociocultural 
belonging, though some express concerns about language purity. Additionally, the 
study uncovers significant insights into Igbo-English bilinguals’ linguistic features, 
including word order, pronouns, and sentence starters, and their role in shaping 
a hybrid linguistic identity. These findings reveal the importance of understanding 
code-switching as both a linguistic strategy and a sociocultural phenomenon, con-
tributing to broader discussions on bilingualism, language contact, and post-colo-
nial linguistics. By illuminating the relationship of language and identity, this research 
offers valuable perspectives on the evolution of language in multilingual societies.
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A PRAGMATIC ANALYSIS OF COMPLIMENT RESPONSES 
IN SYRIAN ARABIC
Kulcsszavak: politeness; speech acts; power relations; topic; solidarity

The aim of this study is to investigate how power relations might affect compliment 
responses among speakers of Syrian Arabic. The current study collected a sample 
of 768 compliment responses using a discourse completion task (DCT) based on a 
modified version of a DCT by Lorenzo-Dus (2001) and was distributed online among 
64 speakers of Syrian Arabic. The responses were categorized by applying Nelson 
et al. (1996) classification scheme and analyzed using Brown and Levinson’s (1987) 
Model of Politeness, Leech’s (1983) Politeness Principle, and Pomerantz’s (1978) Prin-
ciples as frameworks to discuss the results. The findings of this study showed that 
the most common strategy is acceptance, this strategy was mostly popular when the 
compliment was offered by someone in a higher power position. Mitigations, on the 
other hand, were used the most when the complimenter was in a lower power posi-
tion, while rejections were mainly common with equals. The study also highlights 
some culturally specific strategies, for example, offering the complimented object 
to the complimenter, tendencies to use humorous praise upgrades, and the evil eye 
effect when it comes to compliments.
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