FABIAN BORBALA
Délvidék Kutaté Kozpont

Tiirr Istvan a Bacskaban — a délvidéki sajto mint elsodleges forras

200 ével ezeldtt Bajan sziiletett Tirr Istvan altdbornagy, szabadsagharcos, politikus,
vilagpolgar, utazo, ird6. Az 1848-49-es szabadsagharcban val6d részvétele miatt nem térhetett
haza, csak a kiegyezés utan. Gonda Béla Tiirr tdbornok cimli mivében az 1867-es
hazalatogatasarol csak annyit ir, hogy Bajan diszpolgarrd valasztottdk. A Ferenc-csatorna
ujjaélesztése és a Baja-bezdani tapcsatorna megépitése a mai napig Orzik a nevét, nemcsak a
Tiirr Istvan-zsilip Obecsén. Csatornaépitései mellett ritkdn emlegetik, hogy a felndttoktatas
magyarorszagi torténetében is fontos szerepet jatszott. A népoktatasi korok alakitasrol szolo
felhivasat sziildvarosaban adta ki, és az elsé korok megalakuldsat a Bacskdban Tiirr Istvan
latogatasai is segitették.

El6éadasomban az 1867-es hazaldtogatasat és a késobbieket a korabeli délvidéki sajtd cikkei,
hirei alapjan mutatom be. Az 1860-as években nem jelent meg magyar nyelvi hirlap a
Bacskaban. Az 1870-es évek elején Szabadkan, majd 1874 utan tobb varosban is indult lap.
Bajan az 1860-as betiltas utan, csak 1874-t61 volt ismét rendszeresen helyi lap. A reformkor 6ta
szamos bacskai tudodsitd az orszagos lapokban is hirt adott az itteni eseményekrol.
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Stephen Tiirr in Bacska - the southern press as the primary source

200 years ago, Lieutenant General Istvan Tirr, freedom fighter, politician, cosmopolitan,
traveler, and writer, was born in Baja. Due to his participation in the 1848-49 War of
Independence, he was unable to return home until the Setlement Compromise of 1867. In his
work entitled General Tiirr, Béla Gonda writes only that he was given the freeman of Baja
during his visit home in 1867. The revival of the Franz Canal and the construction of the Baja-
Bezdan supply canal still bear his name today, as does the Istvan Tiirr lock in Obecse. In
addition to his canal construction projects, it is rarely mentioned that he also played an
important role in the history of adult education in Hungary. He published his call for the
formation of public education circles in his hometown, and Stephen Tiirr's visits to Bacska also
helped establish the first public education circles there.

In my presentation, I will discuss his visit home in 1867 and subsequent visits based on articles
and news reports from the contemporary press in the southern region. In the 1860s, there were
no Hungarian-language newspapers in Béacska. In the early 1870s, a newspaper was launched
in Subotica, followed by several other cities after 1874. In Baja, after the newspaper was
banned in 1860, there was no regular local newspaper until 1874. Since the age of reform,
numerous reporters from Béacska have also reported on local events in national newspapers.
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