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A délvidéki reformatus ébredés sajtonyilvanossaga (1881-1914)

A ,reformatus Délvidék” kifejezés a valamikori Békés-banati Egyhazmegyét jelentette. Ez volt
az orszag legnagyobb teriiletli egyhazmegyéje, a kisebb teriiletli Tiszdninnen egyhazkertilettel
Osszevethetd nagysagli. Népesedésében azonban nagyon eltérd adottsagu teriileteket egyesitett
magaban. Mig  Hodmezdvasarhely, Szentes, Makd vagy Békés  kornyéke
tombreformatussagunak is tekinthetd volt, a szegedi vagy a bansagi nagytajhoz tartozoé részei a
mas vallasu tengerekbe ékelt legtorpébb szorvanyoknak voltak tekinthetdek. A diaszporatudat
¢s a ,,magyarsag legtavolabbi végvarai”-tudat, valamint a korabeli vasuthal6zat-kiépiilés miatt
a magyar reformdtus sajtonyilvanossdgban ,Délvidék” néven a kordbbi magteriilethez
kapcsolodott a Nagykanizsa—Fiuméig tartd reformatus misszioi teriilet, valamint a Bacskaba
benyul6 telepités, vagy a baranyai Haromszogben és Szlavonidban €16, gyakran rendkiviil 6si
maradék.

A szérvanyreformatussag fenyegetett helyzetét, nemzetiségi €és vallasi disszimilaciojat elészor
az 1830-as években érzékelte a magyar kdzvélemény. Ez a reformatus lelkigondozas nélkdil €16
diaszpdra szamossaga részben belso vandorlas kovetkeztében terjedt ki. Ezt a belsé vandorlast
leginkabb az orszag gazdasagi atrendez0dése hozta 1étre, de késobb némileg kozrejatszott benne
a Délvidékre iranyulo tudatos allami telepitési politika, €s sajatos moédon az a tény is, hogy a
koztisztviseldi-kozalkalmazotti  réteg tagjai  kozott a  reformatusok egyértelmiien
feliilreprezentaltak voltak. A ,,délvidéki reforméatus ébredés” kifejezés az angolszasz vilagban
akkorra mar elterjedt ,,awakening(s)” €s ,revival(s)” sz6 magyaritasdbol és térpercepcids
felfogashoz kotésébdl alakult ki. Keletkezését katalizalta, hogy a nazarénizmus sikeres
terjedésérdl eloszor Hodmezovasarhelyrdl (1863), majd Stanisitybdl (Bacs-Bodrog vm., 1867)
érkeztek hirek. Bonyolitotta a helyzetet, hogy az 1881-ben létrejott magyarorszagi reformatus
kozegyhdz a Bacskdban és a Bansadgban 13 német nyelvii reformatus gyiilekezettel is
rendelkezett.

Az eléadas Racz Karoly, Kecskeméti Ferenc, Szalay Jozsef, Fekete Gyula, Venetianer Sandor
példajan keresztiil mutatja be, hogy pozitiv mintaikul leginkabb a korabeli Glasgow ¢és
Elberfeld (bécsi kozvetitéssel) szolgaltak; a lelkipasztorkodasnak olyan problémakon keresztiil
kellett érvényesiilnie, amely fontos korabeli tarsadalomtiikdrként is értelmezhetd; hogy
munkajuk segitésére szolgalt sajat (gyakran egyszemélyes) sajtojuk; hogy a tevékenységiik
szdmukat és stulyukat messze meghaladd egyhdz- és orszagos kozéleti mozditd erdvel
rendelkezett a korabeli belmisszidoi mozgalom kialakuldsaban. Mindezen allitdsok korabeli
sajtorecepcids €s vitaclemzesi vizsgalatok segitségével tdmaszthatoak ala.
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Press Coverage of the Protestant Awakening in the Délvidék (Southlands) from 1881 to
1914

The expression “Protestant Southlands” (“reformatus Délvidék™) refers to the former Békés-
Bénat Diocese. Territorially speaking, it was the largest diocese in the country, about the same
size as the Cistibiscan (Tiszaninnen) Church District. However, the territories consolidated
within its boundaries varied greatly in terms of size of population. While the towns of
Hodmezdvasarhely, Szentes, Mako and Békés could be considered as a Protestant bloc, the
parts of the district that belonged to the Szeged or Banat (Bansag) landscape were more akin to
scattered islands in a multi-religious sea. Through their diaspora mindset and belief that they
were the “most distant fortresses of the Hungarians” (“magyarsag legtavolabbi végvarai”), as
well as the construction of the railway network at the time, the Protestant mission territories
from Nagykanizsa to Fiume, the settlement reaching into Bacska and the often exceptional
ancient remnant of people residing in the Baranya Triangle and Slavonia were all connected to
the earlier core territory referred to as the “Southlands” (“Délvidék™) in the Hungarian
Protestant press. Hungarian public opinion first took notice of the ethnic and religious
discrimination faced by the scattered Protestant communities in the 1830s. The sheer size of
this diaspora, which lacked Protestant pastoral care, arose in part as consequence of domestic
migration, which was mainly driven by the economic reorganization of the country. Later,
however, it was somewhat affected by the explicit resettlement policies of the state, which
transplanted people into the Southlands, and the fact that Protestants were -clearly
overrepresented in the class of people making up civil servants and public employees. Forming
through its connection to spatial perception, the Hungarian expression “délvidéki reformatus
¢bredés” comes from English (“ébredés” can be translated as “awakening” or “revival”) and
was already widely known in the English-speaking world. That news of the successful
expansion of Nazarenism had initially arrived from Hodmezdvasarhely (in 1863) and later
Stanisity (Béacs-Bodrog County in 1867) catalyzed its formation. That the modern Hungarian
Reformed Church, established in 1881, also tended to thirteen German-speaking Protestant
congregations in Bacska and Banat further complicated the situation.

Through the examples of Karoly Réacz, Ferenc Kecskeméti, Jozsef Szalay, Gyula Fekete and
Sandor Venetianer, the presentation attempts to demonstrate that contemporary Glasgow and
Elberfeld (with Vienna as intermediary) served as the primary positive models; that in its own
validation, pastoral care had to deal with issues that could also be interpreted as important
contemporary mirrors of society; that the pastors’ work was assisted by their own press (often
operated by a sole person); and that their endeavors far exceeded their actual size and weight in
the evolution of the contemporary Inner Mission Movement while also serving as a catalyst in
religious and national public life. Contemporary press materials and studies of debate analyses
provide support for all of the claims made above.
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