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EFFECTS OF SEMANTIC AWARENESS AND LANGUAGE 
PROFICIENCY LEVEL ON PROCESSING INTERLEXICAL 
HOMOGRAPHS 
Kulcsszavak: Lexikális hozzáférés; szemantikai tudatosság; lexikális döntés; kétnyelvű 
mentális lexikon

Bilinguals must cope with higher cognitive demands in terms of language pro-
duction and comprehension since they are continuously activating and inhibiting 
languages. In addition, in the written language, bilinguals must process interlexical 
homographs, i.e. words that share the same spelling across languages but have dif-
ferent meanings, in contrast to monolinguals who operate within a single language 
system. For instance, the word son refers to a family member in English, while in 
Spanish it means sound. Researchers have studied visual word recognition by using 
interlexical homographs in semantic priming, lexical decision tasks, and translation 
recognition tasks. These methods have mostly presented interlexical homographs 
with written stimuli in either the target language or the non-target language. As a 
result, participants may only activate the meaning linked to the language of pres-
entation of the stimuli. To overcome this potential bias, this study examines bilin-
gual lexical access among Spanish-English speakers using multimodal stimuli that 
pair interlexical homographs with images. Thirty participants completed a semantic 
awareness task, which enabled me to observe whether, while reading the interlexi-
cal homographs, one language is more prominent or both languages are activated. 
Additionally, I analyzed if semantic awareness and language proficiency level influ-
ence these activation patterns, thereby offering insights into bilingual processing 
mechanisms. I found that semantic awareness levels correlated with the overall 
accuracy performance and greater L2 proficiency resulted in less response errors 
as to the retrieval of the English meanings. This indicates some modulation(s) these 
two factors exert on bilingual visual word processing.

ROMERO CUELLAR BRAYAN YAIR
Alkalmazott nyelvészet 
MA, 3. félév
Pannon Egyetem 
Humántudományi Kar	

Témavezető:
Prof. Dr. Navracsics Judit

egyetemi tanár, PE HTK

PUPPETS AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH LANGUAGE – 
HAND PUPPETS AND THEIR LANGUAGE USE
Kulcsszavak: language use; Muppets; phonetics; phonology; puppets

The theme of my research is the relationship between puppets and language. This 
research delves into the fascinating realm where puppets and language intersect, 
with a specific focus on hand puppets, also known as muppet-type puppets. After 
providing a brief overview of the history of puppetry and a linguistic outline, my aim 
is to present the linguistic elements that form the basis of and colour the creation of 
a character. My hypothesis is that puppets reach their physical boundaries at some 
point, and beyond that, they are helped by various linguistic tools. As there is very 
little literature available on this topic, I support my thesis with empirical research. 
Using qualitative methods, complemented by in-depth interviews, I also shed light 
on why people do not find literature on this topic. Puppeteers from North America 
addressed my pragmatic inquiries. Based on the responses of the puppeteers, I am 
seeking answers to questions such as how it is possible to create many characters 
with a single voice, whether the nasal tone is used frequently, what phonetic or pho-
nological phenomena are used in addition to meaningful words, and whether vocal 
compensation is necessary when the puppet reaches its physical limits. After analys-
ing the responses and providing a linguistic explanation, I demonstrate the unique 
relationship between puppets and language by drawing on the television shows 
The Muppet Show and Sesame Street, created by Jim Henson, to analyse both the 
physical features and language use of some famous characters. In examining the 
characters, I draw on the literature to present and explain the linguistic phenom-
enon in detail. The choice of characters is based on the variety and colour of their 
language use, thus enriching the narrative. Among the characters is Kermit the Frog 
from the Muppet Show, examining his language use and how it changed when the 
performers changed. Also, the repertoire of Count von Count from Sesame Street 
is analysed, comparing it with the basis of the vampire character, Bela Lugosi, in the 
Dracula (1931) movie. The paper thus contributes to the field of puppetry and lin-
guistic research and offers a new perspective on the relationship between character 
formation and language use.
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