
81 
 

Short presentations 

 

HOW DOES NATURE CONSERVATION CITIZEN SCIENCE IMPACT POLICY 

AND DECISION-MAKING MAKING A REVIEW 

Johanna Maribel Soria Aguirre1, Eszter Tormáné Kovács2 

1 Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Doctoral School of Environmental Sciences,  

HUNGARY 
2 Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Institute for Wildlife Management and Nature Conser-

vation, Department of Nature Conservation and Landscape Management, HUNGARY 

 
*corresponding author: Soria.Johanna@phd.uni-mate.hu  

The necessity of expanding our understanding of how Nature Conservation Citizen Science 

(NCCS) projects contribute to decision-making is frequently emphasized in related scientific 

studies. A literature review was conducted on the impacts of  NCCS projects on policy and 

decision-making. Peer-reviewed scientific papers published between 2014 and 2024 were used 

to identify the forms that NCSS projects impacted conservation policy, the strategies to measure 

that impact and the common challenges encountered. More than 50% of the reviewed publica-

tions mention that projects begin with aspirations to make a meaningful contribution to conser-

vation policy by informing it, but they rarely share their data with authorities or official data-

bases (e.g. official monitoring systems at the local, national, or global levels that inform gov-

ernmental decision-making). Our results also show that NCCS projects tend to inform decision-

making in the early policy stages (e.g. bringing information to policy agendas) and are less 

common in later phases (e.g. implementation). To truly impact national conservation strategies 

and policies, improving channels to communicate with decision-makers is needed and chal-

lenges with data management and scientific rigor also need to be addressed. 
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