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Unities through Travel across the Americas in Vivo (2021)

In this paper, | aim to examine Vivo (2021) in order to show how traversing the Americas
creates connections between the characters thus forming symbolic as well as actual
families. The point of travel in this animated film is to create unions between characters
who have been separated for a long time, yet at the same time, during these travels new
unions are also formed between characters who met for the first time. This way, the central
travel of Gabi, a tween girl, and Vivo, a kinkajou, serves as a major bridge that creates
connections as well as reconnections between the Americas as well as Latinos/as from
various cultural backgrounds. The primary objective of the journey that Gabi and Vivo
embark on together is to symbolically unite Andrés and Marta by delivering Andrés’ love
song to her as a token of his lifelong attachment to her when Marta invites him to perform
together with her at her last concert but he dies due to old age. Their real life unity is
impossible, but their symbolic unification can occur due to Gabi’s and Vivo’s efforts as well
as struggles through the journey from Havana, Cuba to Miami, Florida, USA. While bringing
the elderly couple together symbolically, the travel across the lands of the Americas also
brings together Gabi and Vivo helping them to solve their problems and to form new bonds
and eventually a new family across cultures.
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¢, Como viaja la memoria colectiva? Propuesta de una tipologia

Desde que Astrid Erll introdujo el término “travelling memory” en 2011, los estudios sobre
la memoria colectiva se han centrado en las constantes transformaciones de los
recuerdos entre diversas comunidades, medios y contextos geograficos. Basandome en
los marcos tedricos propuestos por Jan y Aleida Assmann, Ann Rigney y la propia Erll, mi
comunicacion busca proponer una tipologia tentativa para entender los viajes dindmicos
de la memoria, aplicable en los estudios culturales. Distinguiré entre viajes horizontales
(internacionales e intermediales) y verticales (el transito del archivo al canon o viceversa),
con ejemplos de las culturas del recuerdo en Hispanoamérica, en particular de mi
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